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Regional Transit Districts (Regional)

•	 Branch Avenue Metro
•	 College Park/UM Metro/M Square Purple Line
•	 Greenbelt Metro
•	 Largo Town Center Metro
•	 National Harbor
•	 New Carrollton Metro
•	 Prince George’s Plaza Metro
•	 Suitland Metro

Moderate- to high-density and intensity regional-
serving centers. Destinations for regional workers 
and residents that contain a mix of office, retail, 
entertainment, public and quasi-public, flex, and 
medical uses; the balance of uses will vary 
depending on the center’s predominant character 
and function. Walkable, bikeable, and well-
connected to a regional transportation network 
via a range of transit options. Density and intensity 
are often noticeably greater within a quarter mile 
of Metro and light rail stations. 

The recommended jobs-to-household ratio ranges 
from three jobs to one household (3:1) to six jobs 
to one household (6:1) for more mixed-use centers 
and six jobs to one household or greater ( > 6:1) 
for larger employment centers. In employment 
centers, housing and retail uses are secondary, but 
essential to creating competitive and vibrant 
environments attractive to employers and 
employees.

New Housing Mix: Predominantly high-rise and mid-rise apartments and condos, 
townhouses

Average Net Housing Density for 
New Development:

40+ Dwelling Units/Acre

FAR for New Commercial 
Development:

3+

Transportation Characteristics: Metrorail with frequent local feeder connections (bus and 
shuttle service) and intermodal facilities—commuter rail 
(Amtrak and MARC service), fixed guideway (light rail and bus 
rapid transit), and interstate highways and arterials.

Figure 32. Plan 2035: Regional Transit Districts
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Color Designation Description Density Per Acre

Mixed-Use

Areas of various residential, commercial, employment, and 
institutional uses. Residential uses may include a range of unit 
types. Mixed-use areas may vary with respect to their dominant 
land uses, i.e. commercial uses may dominate in one mixed-use 
area, whereas residential uses may dominate in another.

See Center 
Classification Table 
in Plan 2035.

Commercial

Retail and business areas, including employment uses such as 
office and service uses. A range of services are provided at the 
neighborhood to regional level. New commercial areas have 
access to multimodal transportation options.

N/A

Industrial/
Employment

Manufacturing and industrial parks, warehouses and distribution. 
May include other employment, such as office and service uses. N/A

Institutional Uses such as military installations, hospitals, sewage treatment 
plants, and schools. N/A

Residential 
High

Residential areas exceeding 20 dwelling units per acre. Mix of 
dwelling unit types, including apartments. (>20)

Residential 
Medium-High

Residential areas between eight and 20 dwelling units per acre. 
Mix of dwelling unit types, including apartments. (>8 and <=20)

Residential 
Medium

Residential areas between 3.5 and 8 dwelling units per acre. 
Primarily single-family dwellings (detached and attached). (>3.5 and <=8)

Residential 
Low

Residential areas up to 3.5 dwelling units per acre. Primarily 
single-family detached dwellings. (>.5 and <=3.5)

Rural and 
Agricultural

Low-density residential uses with areas of agricultural and forestry 
production. Agricultural land (cropland, pasture, farm fields), 
forest, and very low-density residential.

(<=.5)

Parks and 
Open Space

Parks and recreation areas, publicly-owned open space (federal, 
state, county, municipal, and M-NCPPC), and privately-owned 
open space.

N/A

Plan 2035 established the following land use categories to help monitor and evaluate changes in land use 
patterns throughout the County. 

Figure 33: Plan 2035 Generalized Future Land Use Categories
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“To affect the quality of the day, that is 
the highest of arts.”

- Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1854)
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