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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL
PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

The l.laryland-National capital park and pla-nning-corunission is a bi-county
agency' created by the General Assembly of l.laryland in 1927. fne Conuniiiion,sgeographic authority extends-to the great majority of Hontgomery and prince
George's counties: the Maryland-l'lashington Regional District (i-NCppc pi;;_
ning jurisdiction) comprises 1,001 squaie milei, while the iletropolitin'Dii-trict (parks) comprises 919 square miles, in the two couniies.

The Conmission has three major functions
o the preparation, adoption, and from time to time amendnent or extensionof the General.Plan for the physica'l development of the fiaryland-

l{ashington Regional District;
o the acquisition,. development, operation, and maintenance of a publicpark system; and

o in Prince George's county only, the operation of the entire county publicrecreation program.

The commission operates in each county through a planning Board, appointed byand responsible to the county government. Ail local plais, recorynendationson zoning amendments, administration of.subdivision reguraiions, unJ-!"n."iradministration of parks are responsibilities of the erinning Boirds. -

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

The Prince George's County Oepartrnent of planning (tt_ttCppC):

o Performs technical analyses and offers advice and recommendations regard-ing rnst matters related to existing and future...
...use of land including the enhancement of the physical environment,

and
...provision of public facil ities and services.

o t'lorks on a set of.specific projects and tasks annuarly set forth in awork program and. budget adopted by the prince oeorge;i county Couniiiand performs such other tasks in iesponse to emerging issues-.i-""ior"..,
permi t.

r llorks under the direction of the prince George's county p.lanning Board.

o Is.an organization of people that is here to serve peopre...our erectedand appointed officials, our fe'llow public staffs, lna'or" citizens...individually and,/or-colrectivery. The statf wrti'riintain a partnerstr.ipwith people. It will assist and advise you, Jna-wiii"expect your assist_ance and advice.

o I'laintains c9mpgl9lt and professiona'lly able staff to perform our dutiesand responsibil ities.
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VICTORIAN PAT TERN BOOK HOUSES IN PRINCE G EORGE'S COUNTY

I nt roduct i on

Recent architectural survey work in Prince George's County has iden-
tified several examples of late Vjctorian pattern-book houses,- i.€., dwel-
lings constructed from archjtectural designs which were ordered through
the majl. The building of these pattern-book houses became very popular
in the last two decadei of the nineteenth century. The pattern'bbok
phenomenon developed out of the work of the brothers Palliser, and grew
with the success of R. l,l. Shoppell's Cooperatjve Building Plan Assoiia-
tion; jt Ied to the establishment of several new architeitural firms, such
as those of George F. Barber, D. s. Hopkins, Frank L. smith, and Frank p.
AIlen, which produced Victorian house plans available by mail.

Robert W. Shoppell, who worked out of New York City, and whose great-
est success was in the areas close to that city, seems also to have had
the greatest success (of those firms cited above) in the suburbs which
lele.growing.up to the north and east of l{ashjngton, D.C. along the
Baltimore and 0hio Railroad. The growth of theie suburbs, and"their suc-
cessful use of Shoppell designs for houses, were several of the factors
which led to the extensive building in these areas of Sears houses jn the
early twentieth century. George F. Barber, and later Sears, Roebuck and
company, took the process a step further than shoppell had, by offering
for sale not only the house p1an, but also the prbiared consti.uction
materials. After World War I, Sears houses were built with increasing
frequency in the growing suburbs of prince George,s County.

_ This study wi'll concentrate on the Victorian pattern-book house
plans of R. }{. shoppell and their use in prince Gebrge's county,
Maryland; it will serve as an introduction to the rec6nt survey of Sears
houses in the same area of the county. It is part of the on-g-oing
research projects of the Prince George's Historic Preservatioi Coilmission,
implementg9 UV.the_Planning Department of the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Comrnission with a matching grani from the Certified
Local Government Program of the Maryland Hiitorjcal Trust.
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Background and Development of Shoppell's Cooperative
Bui ldjng Plan Assocjation

. By_the middle of the njneteenth century, the practice of publishing
house plans was well established in the United States, particularly in ihe
popular publications of Andrew Jackson Downing. The advent of balloon
frame construction, and the construction of rajlroad ljnes across more and
more of the country, made possible an increase in new residential develop-
ment, and housing became more accessible to the average citizen. Publica-
tions such as those of Samuel Sloan began to appear, e.g., The Model Archi
tect, 1852, showing elevation drawings, floor plans, details and advice to
home builders, and even offering estimates of the cost of construction.l
By the .1870's a new phenomenon appeared: an inexpensive booklet of house
p1ans, offering to the reader the opportunity to purchase those plans
thrgugh the ma'il. In 1876 George Palliser of Bridgeport, Connecticut,
published-Uodel Homes for lhe People, an inexpensive booklet which gave
not only floor plans and elevations but an estimated cost of construction;
moreover the plans and specifjcations of each design were available by
mail from the author for prices as low as $:.S0. in .1878 palliser ani hjs
Dfqtlgf published Amerjcan Cottage Homes, d larger and more expensive
($5.00) book which offered 50 designs, mostly in ttre Stick Styie, and
offered.work'ing drawings by order through the mail. The pallisers pro-
vided, in effect, the first mail-order architect. Their publications were
very successful, and they contjnued to publish architectural plan books
well into the twentieth century.Z

The Pal I isers' pub'lications quickly met
Ro!g{ l{. Shoppell of New York City. Shoppe'l
Buildi!g ptan Association in the early 1880's
4ftistic Mg4ern Houses of Low Cost. Shoppell
lish a staff of 50 architects who produced pl
Cooperative Building Plan Association. Each
accompanied by an estimated price at which th
the publication itself was priced so 1ow (25f
success . J

wi
I
,ts
an
de
e

)

th competition from
establ ished the Cooperative
and in I88l published
innovation was to estab-

s under the name of the
sign in his publication was
house could be built, and
as to guarantee its

In .1883, 
he published How to Build. Furnish and Decorate. In this

second. publication, Shoppell explained the Association's purpose: "topublish:..cop!es of elevations and plans representing these structures to
assist in building which it was prepared to furnish working plans wjth
complete directions, details, specifications, and estimalei of quantities,
at a fractional part of the charges made by architects."4

. Shoppell- rrglt a step further, another innovat'ion, in offering the
purchasers of this second publication assistance in securing construction
Ioans. Each copy was given a serial number, and the purchaier was
requested to send to the Cooperative Build'ing Plan Association his name,
address, and the serial number of his copy, thus availing himself of the
free services of lhe Associat'ion's Loan Dbpartment in negotiating a buitd-
i19 loan for him.5 Thjs service undoubtediy contributed-to the iuccess of
the Shoppell publications; the Association ilepended on growth and actjve
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construction, so Shoppell was quick to assis
secure loans. (This loan service was offere
t i me; i n 1886 an i nt roductory note exp'l a j ned
small amounts to be handled by "large monjed
the service was discontinued.)

e professional builder to
Shoppel I for only a short

t the loans were of too
titutions of New York" and

In 1884 Shoppell produced Building Plans for l'lodern Low Cost Houses;
i ts pref ace- j ncl uded numerous suggesti ons on how to f i narrce constructi on
of a house.b Shoppell worked on the principle that individual construc-
tion would enhance the value of the surrounding area, and thus promote
Irtlhqt building. guilding Plans was therefore addressed not ohly to thejndividual home builder, but also to the developer, a subtle but iignifi-
cant chang!-in emphasis. .This was a period of grow'ing suburban expansion,
and Shoppell's low-price (500) book of designs ind advice to the pbtentiai
developer was an important factor jn the early stages of that subirrban
development movement which has continued and increased for over a century.

After the success of these first three publications, Shoppell made
the switch.to.per!odical issues, with the quarterly Shoppell,s' Modern
Hou:es beginning.in January 

.l896. Publication of iloderir'Houses jn quar-
terly, and sometimes monthly, issues continued untTi-i90i7-ln the'intro-
ductory "Miscellaneous Notes" in the first issue of Modern Houses,the
hjstory of Shoppe'|1 's Cooperative Bui lding Plan AssoaEtlon v{as recited:

"The co-operative Building PIan Association is an Association
of Architects: It! h-istory is simply this: Four years ago
Ir, Shoppell issued the jnitial number of a serjes-of pamftr-
lets, giving plans, perspective views and descriptions'of'a
large number of modern houses, mostly of low cost, offering to
supply full architectural services fbr any of the designs 6r
modifications of the same at a low price (a much lower-price
t!en. they were actually worth), believing that the duprication
of the services (which he called co-operative for want of a
better term), would bring him a propei renumeration. He was
surprised at the result. Thousands of his pamphlets were
sold, and hundreds of houses were built from his Horking plans
and Specifications.....The movement attracted the atteniion of
other architects who united their interests, their skiil and
special know-ledge with Mr. Shoppell,s, making this one of the
largest qnd best equipped architectural offides in the united
Staies. "8

At the same time.,.to counter the criticisms which were jnevitably aimed by
professional architects, the following statement was offered:

tth
dbv
tha
ins

"ltluny. reputable architects do not approve of our business, for
the simple reason that we have cut the regular rates of
charges. These gentlemen should remember-that our patronage
comes largely from those who would not employ architects, -
except at low charges, and that the extent of our busjness
cultivates the public taste, and must result in the more fre-
quent emp'loyment of all architects. We do not believe there
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js a single influence today that benefits the architectural
profession so much as the wide dissemination of our books and
blans."9

In the subsequent issue of Modern Houses, Shoppell noted that his
Associatjon had purchased thjrty acres on Long Island (East Rockaway),
where he proposed to construct examples of his des'igns, some of "our most
popular houses jn order to demonstrate by our own construction and at our
own expense the best means of doing the work, the best materials, and theutility of all the latest appliances and improvements ...we will build two
or thrqq houses thjs season. Next year we hope to put up a dozen or
more."10 Some of the East Rockaway houses stiil stahd.

In these quarterly jssues, the Cooperative Building Plan Assocjation
offered, lor $40, full working plans including detail diawjngs and specifi-
cations of any buildjng estimated at a construction cost of $2,000 or less.
For buildings which were estimated at more than $2,000 construction cost,
the price of plans, drawings and specifications would be 2% of the estj-
mated cost. The issues offered a wjde range of costs, from a small $400
cottage to an ornate $6,000 vi I la. Shoppel I's charges-were, he claimed,
approximately one quarter of regular ari:hjtects' feis.11

- Shoppe'|1 gave his reader guidelines by which he should proceed to
build his house. First the builder should select a design atcording to
the cost of construction which he could afford, and his own preference in
size.and style; he should then order a complete set of working plans and
specifications, and after receiving them (by return mail) examihe them
carefully to determine whether any modjfications might be desired; if
modifications were needed, he should then write to the Association a
detailed description of desired changes, and the Association architects
would respond with advjce as to feasibjlity and effect on construction
cglt,and would make the changes in the plans and specifications for an
additiongl.charge of approximately $5.00. 0nce satisfied with the plans
and spec'ifications, the builder should then invite bids from buildiirg
contractors, and award the contract to the lowest approved bidder; ha
should then inform the Association as to the contractor, agreed price,
time of completion and any other pertinent details, and the Assotiation
would then write out an Agreement in proper legal form.12

Altogether, the client would receive working
floors, roof and elevations at a scale of l/4 inih

plans of foundation,
to the foot; detai I

1es, mantels, stair-
specifications descrjb-
giving detai 1ed quanti-
a color sheet showing

; a supplement sheet
ndoor plumbing; and

drawings of cornice, verandas, windows, doors,

or paint

cases, trim, etc., in large scale (See
ing materials and workmanship; a bill
ties of the materials required (see Fi
elevations in colors and instructions
with information reqardino cisterns. o
blank contracts reaiy for-use.l3

Figure 1

of materi
If
ures 2A-

g

a
D

i

ab
);
ls
);
ng

'lri v'i es and

Between 1886 and 1888, Sh
'Po

ell produced another publication, the
, directed not to the genera'l public as
to contractors on1y. The house designswere his other cations, but
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SHOPPELL'S MODERN HOUSES
REDUCED SPECIMENS OF OUR DETAILED DRAWTNGS
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Figure 1. Detail specimens, Modern Houses, vo1. I, No.2,Apri'l 1996.
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were published in a portfoljo, without cost estimates; the estimates were
published in a separate and confidential handbook so that a contractor
could discuss the portfolio designs with his potent'ia1 client, ild add to
the confjdential base price a peicentage of piofit for himself.14 (See
Figure 3.) This Shoppell innovation was another significant contribution
to the suburban development phenomenon.

The Shoppel I publ ications rvere very qu'ickly a great success. By
1887, the preface of Modern Houses stated:

"S'ix years ago this business was an experiment. Today it
enjoys a larger patronage than any other architectural
office in the world. No less than eight thousand houses
have been built from its plans. The reason is that it
supplies a necessity on the most accornmodating terms."

Shoppel 1's experiment had matured just at the time
expansion, and offered to middle class Americans amenit
formerly been available only to the wealthy. His house
the taste of the time, bringing high standards of desig
architectural trends to countless middle class home bui

of great suburban
ies which had
plans reflected

n and the I atest
I ders.

In the late .1880's 
and the 1890's, the Cooperative Building Plan

Associat'ion produced thousands of designs of the typical late Victorian
dwellings in which middle and upper class Americans lived or aspired to
live. Shoppell's publications during this period preserved for the future
first-hand information about the materials, proportions, and decorative
details of these buildings. The designs and their descriptions, reflec-
!ing the popular taste of the period, give details of plan, e.g., project-
ing bays, both semi-octagonal and rectangular, cutaway corner bays, square
and octagonal towers with pyramidal or domical roofs, and quite frequent'ly
an octagonal tower on one elevation and a rectangular tower on another.
Building material was predominantly wood, although brick and stone were
also used. Foundations were of brick or stone, but "cemented" basements
became increasingly frequent. Roofs were by far the most frequently
cross-gab1ed, although there were some gambrel, hip and mansard roofs, and
in the .1890's the number of jerkinhead roofs increased. Roofs were
usually covered with wood shingle, while a smaller number were covered
with slate. wrought iron, galvanized metal, or terra cotta acroteria
frequent'ly highlighted the peaks of towers and gables. Chimneys were of
brick, generally tall and wide, and with corbelled caps; chimneys in the
more expensive designs were exuberantly panelled. }{indows were often
arranged in pairs, and most frequently had many small Iights in the upper
sash and a sing'le light in the lower sash. Small border lights, usuaily
of colored glass, were also very popular. Dormer windows were often in-
lunette or pseudo-Palladian form; later in the 1890's, shed dormers began
!o gppear. Many windows, especially those in projecting bays, were embel-
Iished beneath with geometric paneling. There was considerlble variety in
the siding, which together with projecting bays, towers, and porches,
provided the most decorative detail in the buildings. Frequently the
second story and upper gable ends were sided with ornamental shingles,
over a first story of horizontal board. Gable ends were exuberant'ly

11



Ylll SHOPPELL'S MODERN HOUSES

Tr BIJIDER$' PORTTOilO HAlID.BOOl(ffi0

TIE PORTT(ITIO
Cmu.tor r@ hav, brt.tol bd plrE.lqc qleo
i[ .e, @ Ehrch !c ho.ly p.rotcd lbc vrc*a ed
pl.o ol 

"5 dl{.rDt houE. rod Mrnr, r.ngroA ro
ot ItoE aF up, dn*rD8. o( rcEdclini rD old
DM,lE 6.Mr ol burlJin{ r cur.ro.ud e Gl.-
r.lM io.dm Sorrry Ed.ro .(yI. o( Fiounr.
No pft6 rrc avca o! pll.tsrh* e rll 6curd
et lo d.rdl in rh &coeNy6E EmrG Fhnd-
8@1. Tbc Porrro!re hr lcerbcibuh ua orocrr.

PREPANEO AiO PUALISH€D 3Y THE

Co'operaliue Building Plan Associalion, Architecis,
TIE [rXD.Boo[

Conlain d€trilcd ctriErlcr o[-rrcrL.li .,nd l.'lr,r
rqurr.d forcNh d.ritn rhovn rn (bc 11,r,,.,.,,,.
3rvrng ql$lr$c.r p.tc..! crr.Drrona .nd !,r-t ,,^r
t@rinl.. .Nrw YqI pnc6 dG u*d, lty LUDL.r,,,(
iru, ldd pn(6. Uc_rruc corr l.,r r,,r 1., -.,rtrr .arly cdcul.kd. Thc acncr.lh.r{h( ol .to.ict. d.snDrx,n o( osrcrrJl,. -n.t rL(.(ul l.arurd ot ..ch .:crto ea grvcl "t'.. ,*
Prgc.t Nuud ro lc.0rd.

I9I BROADWAY, NEW YORK,

PIIGE' tl0l P[OllD BY lllt 0i UPiESS.

T}lE P|JRPOSE OF T}IIS IVORX
Pl.l. la-Om rld r Hal, Sbry Cot.{G, 6@-., I ntrr tS-Tro Srory ltous-, md- tv,. v.,,piua&qb.[ EuEu ol E&uL Ed l.bq, lmdah.ll,.dcryi.rhurord,pr.,;k: E u_

llr!;t lUj _- | orrcol ougbLrndt.bor, li.ot6 sl.?ltb ll-Urla L.iar. . OoG &d r Hrll Sror, I rl.b ta-Tro S@ry Cotieir. r roor, vcnnae,
Coio3lj 6 tm...porh,.bdl. eplc-cld,B -Br.i- | .qum bil, ,f,orry, ct&r, Liniiro *iter.'-e.!:uE ol luEiu u-d 1.8., alrlSa la. Ln., I urc o( EaErirt. Md trbor. ti.a t0 t0.A.,ar. (){&d. nu 5@r, Cdqc, I l@. I Pbfa l!-loroa ForCiiy Bour, tworroncr

h&dt build.n

tu8l

5rorI Jld Arric
rD,'(',sc v.r.nd..

tTs currs Ar{0 RELnEtuil
No .l6ilr

re,

rTs c0tTEilTs
PLl. s!q

uaiaL Plaa. cr-C.nr.*( ll,,uE rnd
Sublc. I rdld. r l,,r .r.ll. w-hrnA
.trod. I.cd br.., [..n6t r,.,E. lrry.
c.rtqc .eE, b-y iort. u,.r, s r,ilo.
Il.t. o, Drr.n.ls and l.li,r. ti,U[,

Pl.b el - An old lloun '. d,,dcl.di
.ho*rn{ Enr.r!E r'(*r.,,,d fq{
C.". -( ib eE bex. d.u rlrc UEC

-crd.d.IId. Ue- Drsir!. ^.d rRlic
tioor ,o. 6r.G Ecrldr of Lurldr.I.

,lrl. t0O-An cldlnon ir' (ol.^,
.hownr( lh. o,d.ro \ttl',,1 !r,nl,il(
,or.rtciro0. Rul<rl,rtirutrngav"n.
riric.. .u[ .nd du]rpltua ol LrurhLr
ryurrcd. &d ioau*rioo. e @ hyxra

I]loSE WttO lreo r

Stry Md T016
rlcorq Eh, brll, c.U.r rnd
Eaar.& ol ..EiaL aad Lbor. xAxo.300x-oxE.F|FTH txE. FULL SraE.

Tro Sbry

}IOIU TO tlROEB
Enrl,,s t,o ro rh. C,sxr.trv. Ilurl,lrda Pt.,r

Arautrori r", ltru.d*.v. N.r \-'k, bt Cb.ct,
Dnk. P61.1 ilon.v-rd... Fo.bl \-t<\. ur by lir-
nGr. lo6cdr.l(ly uFn ll. r..gPt. Ec wrll ktrd
il'. Ilur!',!rr' P.,x'f,,t 'u 

rnd H.ru h&x. E(ur.rt
9xLGd. ud 9rp.iJ by Barl or Grtr(s wG Prcl.r
lo r.nd by uDG. (rl ahc.. lr rtr rrt'r(!: r{h(<) 6 lt
ir oorc jruri. m4 by tcun ',t rl,( rv<r!l,i of rhc
Porrrouo (cio. Fundr), it it !cn(rJIy (h..Fr.

GtlABAIITEE
WG snnot utd.tr*. ao buy ncw l..l8.rr, hiic

ildtriood bl.terr, and oFn up g,nc lhouv
.ndi oa rccooob lor .mall Mouots : oth.rtrx wc
rould h sM to Eod thrr wort or' oBn rc(ount
ao r.rsiblc Bilrcr 8ut allt w( r",7/ Ju: lo .ll
rho ry lo? rhit tork ud rc(.'v. rt rn ( Ed r:'th.
Md xho rrc ,ol lully Et.t6.d w,rh rt ,f..r e lhor-
ou*h cr.6r.rt(,n, *c uill Pto'nt,lly rJ (bc.rull,
r.rum tbd! Doncy,

,?00 t[.

Plrtr lC-Two

, @, lYo rcr-

o;.

r6d. bdl,-rcnidr,
tui--.. ol utd

ItrL ll-Tro Sry Caug.. , @8, Fcb,

12

lrlr ed

la -Trc

F'i gu re 3. l'lodern Houses, Vol .I, No. 4, 1886.

lft o(}oSllltlYI BUtLDT\0 PLrr 
^ta'1,lel Dr6atrr' r_.t lorl.

UioEi TxE tUPERVISIoT or R. W. SHOPPELL ^x] STANLEY s. coVERT.

E uurc ul u.rc.d.



paneled with geometrjc, ramiform. (branch-pattern), and ray-pattern panel-
ilg (See, for example, Figure 20). Porchbs added variety-tb the plin;
they were frequently facade-wide, and more often wraparound, filling
corners and often having two Ievels. Porch posts were most often turned
and bracketed, and spindle friezes were popular, but in the l8g0's slim
Tuscan and square-panelled columns began to appear with increasing
frequency. Railings were either of turned or plain rectangular bilusters,
though some were geometric (pseudo- Chippendale) 'in pattern. -lpaces
between porch piers were almost always infilled with lattice.15

Use of contemporary paint colors was recormended. "Cultivated people
will endure no longer the'white house and green shutter style'for exter-
iors, and 'graining' for interiors." A color sheet, published in Volume
l0 of Modern Houses in 1889, gave examp'les of adv'ice about paint colors;
separate recormendat'ions were given for a house surrounded by trees, and
for one without trees. A house in a setting of green foliage should offer
a contrast of browns and purple; colors suggested were light brown (with a

lgrgh of.blue) for the first story, d Sienni stain for the second story,
light "chocolate" for the trjm on both stories, and dark red for the roof.
For a house without a setting of trees, the color scheme should include
green. to_offer rest to the eye: suggested colors were "light cool green"
for the fjrst story, a burnt sienna stajn for the second siory (shingles),
and "bronze green" trjm for both stories. Lively color was recommended 

..
for further detajls: yellow for gable panels, red for window sashes and
for the roof shingles, dark green for shutters, and "bronze green" for the
outside doors. 16

Interiors of the Shoppell dwellings showed asyrmetrical floor p1ans,
with polygonal room shapes usually grouped around side or central trhtts.
wood trim was usually of multi-band molding with bulls-eye or floral
corner blocks. Staircases were usually closed strjng, with turned balus-
ters, and heavy panelled newels. Double sliding doois which retracted
into wall pockets were most popular between halls and parlors. Formal
rooms on the first story were fitted with fireplaces (although the mantels
were usually not included in the construction tost estimatesJ, while heat-
ing pipes extended to the second story rooms which for the most part d'id
not have fireplaces. Alcoves, nooks ind closets were frequent.l5

One of the popular features (which Shoppel'l's plans reflected and
rendered even more popular) was the open entry hall, warmed by a fireplace
and highlighted by an ornate open staircase.

"The narrow, cold and cheerless staircase hall will soon
be a thjng of the past. The hall is now made a useful and
beautiful feature of every good design. It should be square
rather than long and narrow, thus making it a room rathdr than
a-passage. It should have a fireplace, not only for the sake
of comfort and beauty, but for the reason that a fireplace in
the Iower hall ventilates the whole house, ....It should have
a beautiful staircase [with] at least one platform to afford a
rest....Winding steps should never be built where they can be
avoided... It should display some stained glass. ..The hal I

13



SHOPPELL'S MODERN HOUSES
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does not require full light; a subdued ljght is better...It
should have a hat and coat closet. It should be protected
from cold and draughts by a vestibule and storm doors during
the wi nter season . " r /

This type of large but cozy sta'irha11, often wjth a built-in seat or
alcove and Iighted by stained glass windows, became an increas'ingly popu-
lar feature in the more expensive house designs. (See Figure 4.) It will
be further discussed in the section concerning Design #462.

Advert'isements included at the back of each issue of Modern Houses
reveal much about what was available to builders and owners of stylish
dwellings. One issue, for example, included ads for everything from
paints, roofing materials, mantels and wall paper, to bath and laundry
tubs and flushable toilets, panelled metal ceilings, dumb waiters, wood
Venetian blinds, stained glass and radiators. (See Figure 5A&8.)

In most issues of Modern Houses, Shoppell pr
the Association had received jn praise of the pub
editors of other publications, and from jndividua
the testimonials are fairly repet'itious, but thej
cates that the Shoppell publications were becomin
able distances from New York City.

nted
icati
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raphic range indi-
-known at consider-

home
geog
wel I

"'Shoppe'll's Modern Houses' is a pub'lication devoted to
domestic architecture, and js so full of cormon sense, prac-
tical suggestions and valuable advice, that it ought to be jn
the hands of every person who has any desire to build a house.
Its ajm is high, and it js evident that its authors are capa-
b'le of the grandest work, but we are glad to see that they
show a predilection for demonstrating how houses of low ahd
moderate cost may have beauty and elegance of des'ign and con-
venience of arrangement, such as people of cultivation and
good taste require." - New York Dailv World

"There are a good many books published on this subject
(Architecture), but one of- the best sources we know of lo
obtain modern p'lans and des'igns is found in Shoppell,s Modern
Houses." - American Artisan. Chicago.

"'Shoppell's Modern Houses' is, tru1y, a magnificent
quarterly. It has a practical mission, in these days of prac-
tical affairs, in placing before those who are about to bujld
houses, plans for the same, many of them requiring no great
outlay of money in the bu'i1ding. Beauty, comfort, cheapness
and convenience are the desirables, and all are attajned to a
surprising degree. To one of moderate means who wants to
build for himself, this publication wjll be of as much service
as a moderate legacy. The estjmates of cost are minute, and
are so itemized that the reader can compare them with varia-
tions in his own neighborhood." - Good Housekeeping,
Springfield, Mass.
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. "'ShoppelI.'s Modern Houses' js a phenomenal success. It'is prepare9 *]th.great care and serves admirably the purpose
for which it is intended. Those who contemplatL the bu.iiaing
of houses could not do a wiser th'ing than tb study thq prans
which it contains." - Daily News, Sivannah, Georgja.lS '

Many individual homebuilders wrote enthusiastic testimonials for the
Association, including two, printed in the 1890 issues of Modern Houses,
from Prince George's County, Maryland.

L.R.C. Towles, of Accokeek, Maryland, wrote in November lggg:

"I consider that dealing with you has saved me several
hundred dollars. I built from your design and the cost
was less than_ your estimate. Without your specifica-
tjons and b'ill of materjals I could not-possibly have
prevented the contractor from cheating me.

Very truly yours,

L.R.C. Towles, M.D."19

In 0ctober 1888, -Dr..Leroy_C. Towles had purchased from the Clagett
family.17'1/2 acres of Cedar Hill, part of a thrger tract of land on"the
south bank of the Pjscataway Creek in the area kiown as Farmington. 0nthis land he built a small cottage in 18g9, and hjs letter to Shoppe11
indicates that he considered thal he got the best of the bargain."0ver
the next several_years, Tglvles built i small surgery under a separateroof, and several-farm buildings. There he operitei tris surgeon,s office,
and_managed a small farm. After Dr. Towles dbath, his widow"sold CedarHill; the property was described as improved by an eight-roon frame house
and separate four-room doctor's office'.20 The-buildings no longer stand.

Cormander Daniel Anmen also wrote a testimonial Ietter to Shoppel'l ,which was printed in the 1890 jssues of Modern Houses:

"Arnnendale, Md., Dec. 7th, lB89

In-rep1y.t9 your inquiry I have to say that I am entirely sat-jsfied with your plan and estimates firrnished me, and with the
cottage I built. It is thought very well of, and I consider
your business treatment va1uab1e, hbnest and strajghtforward.I would not build again without availing myself of-your aid.

Very truly yours,

Dan' I Ammen"2l

Daniel Ammen, who had served as a u.S. Navy commander during thecivil lgr, in .l869 
purchased_.l28 acres of rand lalled "Happy Hom6,,near

vansvi'l1e; on 'it he built a large cross-gab1e frame house'witn gotn.ic
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Revjval decorative trim, which became his home until his death in .1898.

By the mid-1870's, this area had come to be known as Anmendale, and the
Baltimore and 0hio Railroad established a stop there known as Arrnendale
Statjon. In 1880, Ammen (by then Rear Admiral) sold twenty acres of his
Iand on the opposite (west) side of the railroad to the Christian Brothers
for the establishment of a Catholic school and novitiate; on it they built
the large and impressive Queen Anne style Armendale Normal Institute. In
1885, after Admiral Ammen had retired from the Navy, he published a
monograph.entjtled "Country Homes and their Improvement", as welI as
articles ("Country.Homes and l.lho Should Have Them", and "The Improvement
of a Country Home") in agricultural journals, in which he described the
healthfulness of rural living, and advised on the construction of outbuild-
ings, and the various factors in Iandscaping and plant'ings. In 1889 he
purchased p'lans from Shoppell and built a modest tenant dwelling, about
which he wrote the above-cited testimonial. This tenant cottagi appar-
ently no longer stands; "Happy Home", whiq! was sold by Arnmen'i widow in
1903, burned to the ground in the 1950's.zz

Suburban Development in Prince George's County

The I880's represented a period of tremendous residential developmentjn areas outside of major cities. Ljke New York City, where suburban'com-
munitjes were rapidly developing in Long Island and New Jersey,
washington, D.C. was also experiencjng expansion. The area that is of
particular interest in Prince George's County is that to the north and
east of the Federal City, where suburban development clustered along the
lines of the Baltimore and 0hio Railroad. This'railroad line had b6en
cgmpleted between Washington and Baltimore in the summer of 1835, and
within a generation, Hyattsville and Beltsville had become well estab-
ljshed cormunities. (See maps, Appendix A:l and 2) Hyattsville especial-
ly was higltly regarded as a suburban residence for people who workeil in
the Federal City.

"Hyattsville, on the Washjngton Branch of the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad, is a beautiful village, tasteful houses in
the modern style of architecture, ornamented with gardens and
lawns ...it has gradually increased in beauty and prosperity
until it stands as one of ![e foremost villages between
Balt'imore and Washington. ''23

By the_mid-.l880's, land speculators and developers began looking for
ways of duplicating Hyattsville's success. One of the firit of thes6 was
Edward C-aves, wlo jn 1887 purchased 383 acres bounded on the west by the
Baltimoi'and Ohjo Railroad and irnmediately south of the old Branchville
Road. The community which developed at this location came to be known as
Charlton_Heights (1ater_Berwyn Heights). In the first year of its deve'lop-
me!!, 1888, approximately twenty dwellings were constructed, more than
half from Shoppell -designs. Charlton Heights never came close to equal-
ling the success of Hyattsville. It grew slowly, and by 1910 had a'popula-
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tion of only 150 (in 38 dwellings) most of whom used the B&0 Railroad to
commute to businesses in washington, D.C. Many of jts late victorjan
f rame dwel'lings st'i11 stand, hoiever, and it r6mains the best col lection
of Shoppell-designed houses in Prince George's County.24

At the same time, other residential suburban communjties were spring-
ing up along the railroad Iine: Fox and Lutz's subdivisjon of the Calveit
estate (Riversdale) jnto Riverdale Park, John 0. Johnson's establjshment
of College Park out of the northmost section of the Calvert estate adjoin-
ing the Maryland Agricultural College, and Francis Shanabrook's Central
Heights (now called Berwyn) were al'l laid out along the B&0 Rajlroad in
lBB9. (See map, Appendix B.)

While College Park was populated principally by families associated
with.the_Col1ege, the other suburbs were for the most part built for pro-
fessjonals and businessmen who used the trajn for cormuting, and the
success of the new residentjal development depended heavily on the rail-
road. It js not surprising therefore to find that the rajlroad ljnes them-
selves advertised in Shoppell's pub'lications, which were to a signifjcant
extent djrected at land speculators and developers. The 1890 'issues of
Mgdgrn, Houses, for example, carry advertisements for the Erie Railway:
"Suburban Homes convenient to New York City. Conmutation Rates. Superior
Train Service" and a map showing the branch lines in New Jersey, accom-
panied by "as will be seen in the above illustration, New York-'s beautiful
suburban homes are on the line of the ERIE RAILWAY." Even the midwest
railroad lines began to advertise in Modern Houses. The Missouri Pacjfic
Railway advertised jts route between St. Louis and Kansas City, and its
Colorado Short Line to Pueblo and Denver; jt offered "folders- descriptive
of the suburban Hqmes on the line of the Missouri pacific and Iron
Mountain Route. "25

0f partic
Ba I t'imore and
Modern House

ular interest to this study 'is the advertjsement of the
Ohio Railroad which appeared in Shoppell's 1888 "Artistic
of Low Cost":

"Pleasant and Profitable Homes in Vjrg'inia, West Virginia, and
Maryland on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad - Low priced farm-
lands, cheap Grazing Iands, large forests of rjch timber lands
- Profitable Mineral lands, Convenient Markets, Excellent
schools, Pleasant Social Advantages. Productjve Fruit lands.
No storms, droughts or cyclones. If you contemplate changing
location, write to undersigned folinformation hbout this-
country and inducements offered new sett'lers by the Baltimore
and 0hio Railroad. Always take the Baltimore and Ohjo
Rai I road.

M. V. Richards
Land and Irmigration Agent
Baltjmore and 0hio Rajlroad, Baltimore, Mary1and.,,26

. In the Spring of 1889, when the development of Washington's railroad
suburbs was reaching its peak, the Balt'imorb Amerjcan newsfaper ran a
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serjes of ten articles by Robert W. Shoppell, each one showing a perspec-
tjve drawing and floor plan of a Shoppel'l-des'igned building. Each item in
this series was set up in the format of a feature article, with an intro-
ductory paragraph on some aspect of home building; this was followed by a
description of the size, materials, acconmodations, special features and
constructjon cost of each of the jllustrated designs, in the same manner
employed in Modern Houses. The series began wjth "One Thousand Dollars:
A Model House to be built for that Sum", which described a small frame
cottage. It jncluded "Build'ing a Stable: Plans for a model Stable and
Carrjage House", and "A Model $3,000 House: A Ptan and Sketch of a beauti-
ful Sunnner House". The series culminated with "A Fine Colonial Home: It
Costs $7,000 but it is a very complete Structure"; this article described
a large and elaborate Colonjal Revival style frame mansion, with the
corrnent that one design from this series "should study the wants of the
rich man." Although the address of the Cooperative Buildjng Plan Associa-
tjon was not given in any of the articles of the series, and purchase of
the designs was not d'irectly solicited, each sketch was signed "R.}.l.
Shoppell, Archjtect, N.Y.", thus bring'ing ShoppelI's name before a wide
audience at a tiqq when suburban development was booming 'in the Baltjmore-
Washjngton area.27

Documented Shoppell Desjgns in Prince George's County

The first documented Shoppell design to appear in one of the Prince
George's County suburbs of Washington was built in 1887 by Clarence McEwen
in the second subdivision of Hyattsville. Much of the land of this mid-
nineteenth century town was owned by merchant/postmaster Christopher C.
Hyatt, after whom the conmunity took its name. In 1873, Hyatt had a
twenty-acre section of his land surveyed and platted as "Hyatt's Addition
to Hyattsville"; it soon became a desirable place of residence for com-
muters by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad into Washington. In'1882 George
Johnson and Louis Wine purchased .196 

acres adjoining the older section of
Hyattsville, and had it subdivided into 100 building lots and parkland
which they called "Wine and Johnson's First Addition to Hyattsville." In
February 1887 Clarence McEwen purchased two unimproved lots in this ney{
subdivision. He ordered house plan #444, illustrated in Shoppell's Modern
Hot!!q! of that year. (See Figure 6 and map, Appendix C:1.) With a few
modifications (adapted from design #337, See Figure 7), McEwen built a
largg_front-gabled frame dwelling w'ith fine Queen Anne style decorative
detail: ornamental wall surfacing (fishsca'le shingles, gbometric and
ramiform paneling), windows with colored border lights, i wrap-around
porch, and projecting and cutaway corner bays. (PG #68-16, see Figure 8).

.0utstanding interior features included firep'laces in the dining room,
stairhall, parlor, library and one upstairs bedroom, as well as heating
pipes from a furnace in the cellar; the cellar itself had a concrete floor.
To the rear was a kitchen wing with a rear stair to a bedroom above.
Reconmended exterior colors (which McEwen apparently followed) were light
brown for the board siding, dark brown for window trim and paneling, anu
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SHOPPELL'S !\IODERN HOUSES

1:- --

IlrlT FLOOT. NO. 317

--,.=L

DESIGN No' 337'

DESCRIPTTON OF

(lZE r,r Str,t:crt'nn: Front. :-1 ft. r)idc' 4i ft',6 in'

\t/t: ot' lioolls: Scc fl<:or Pl:tns.

IIurr;rtt'oF SrriRlEs: Ccller,6 ft..6 in.; Irirst Story, toft';
Scconrl Ston', g ft.

It.r'rl:rt.rt.s: I:ounrlrtion. stonc ;rtttl brick: First Storl', clap

boards: Sccorrd Storl', clapboards (slringlcs on thc front); ltoof'

shiuglcs.

COST : $:'8oo, complctc. csccPt tnatrtcls and kitchcn ringc'

l.\rc lagc t47 /or itfort'tdtio't

t/,ott ltla ils, slecifcal ious, bill

o/ rlutulitit's and ror*ittg llaus

,,/ thit th'sig*)

NOTtrS

Thc cost is figurcd fmm Priccs o(

uratcrial :rn<l labor in thc neiglthor-

lrxxl of Ne* \'ork City. Junc' 1885'

In utltcr localities and at diftcrcnt

rl.rtcs tltc cost will bc s<tmcshat

nr.xlifrcd. Thc publirhcrs sill bc

.:lr(l I r) acquaintthc intending buildcr

$ irh this modiicd cct at any tirnc.

casc, Insidc Finislr, Cglor. &c.. &c. rthe c')nstitutc tlrc prinr'ilnl art I

<tistinguishing bcauty ol mrxlem lroust. arc frrllt sho$rr' on I largc srrle'

in our Working Dnuings, and carclul dircctions for thcir cxcctrtion arc gir ''rr

in our Spccificationr.

This dcsign on bc rcvcrcd, cnlrged' reduced' or 'ltcrctl trt qrr rt

spccial wrnts. Thc spcciticatioos can b' rltcrerl' alm' t') cntl'l"y tlillcr' lrt

matcrials that mily bc bcsl or chcapcst in any laality'

Spect,\t Fe.trunes.-Vestibulc and lrrge hall rsith tltc st;rir-

casc rcccsscd.

Sliding doors conncct hall

and Parlor, Parlor and bed'

room, and bcd-roorn and dining'

roorn.
Firc-places in tlrcse four

principal rooms.

Ilack stairway to sccond

story.
Stationary rvash-tubs in tlrc

kitclten.
I:our bcd-rooms, bath'room

and a billiard-room in thc

sccond storl'.

Thc attic is unfinished, but

trvo or tltrcc rooms can bc

finishcd thcrc if dcsirctl.

Cellar urrdcr s'ltolc ltousc.

Thc vcranda is 6 ft' rridc.

PERSPECTIvE VIElV

DESIGN NUMBER 37

\"-,
I)ctails o( the Corniccc. Windows'

Doors. Glblcs, Trim' Mentclr. Sreir- TACOND fLOOr. lr/. ,r7

Fi gure 7. Modern Houses, 1887 23

t
4*r*^,,

'r(-..Ic

(t5

3:ll,",d {-

lcJ il-.-
t).' ..1 -'ird \--

(5

\--
t

4.rt

i.r

'1b.1.'



Figure 8

FRONT AND SIDE VIEWS OF P.G. #68-16 SHOPPELL DESIGN 4f444
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umber for the decorative shingles on the upper stories. One of the
interior features which McEwen borrowed from simi'lar design #337, was the
use of pocket doors between the three principal spaces on the fjrst story.

A newspaper account of November 
.1887 

described the house: "C.H.

If;5.il;.!lil1116^. 
past season, has completed one of the finest houses in

Shoppe'll estimated the cost (based on New York prices of materials
and labor) of construction at $:,363, and McEwen borrowed $3,500 to
finance the bujlding of his house. He defaulted on the payment of hjs
debt, and the house was sold in .1890. Although'it changed hands several
times, it was always described as one of Hyattsville's best dwellings: a
"handsome two-story and attic frame dwelling with eight good rooms besides
attic and cellar laid i4_concrete," ..."one of the best if not the best
houses in Hyattsville."29 It is a fine example of one of Shoppell's most
popular designs.

rence McEwen built Design #444, a second Shoppell
ection of Hyattsville which was next developed.
r First Addition to Hyattsville, developers Louis
ubdivided (in 188a) another tract inrmedjately to
ddition; Wine and Johnson's Second Addition to

Hyattsville included 143 more building lots which surrounded the old
Ravenswood Mansion, the home at that time of developer Wine. In .1890 

the
developers sold three unimproved lots to Rachel Tise, who with her husband
operated a retai'l grocery in Hyattsvjlle. In 1892 the Tises constructed a
large and handsome frame dwelling adapted from Design #299 which had fjrst
appeared in_Shoppell's Modern Houses in .1887. (See-Figure 9 and map,
Appendix C:1.) The house was side-gabled, with asynrnelrical projecting
gables and a one-story veranda across the principal facade. It was
distinguished by an unusual three-story gabled rectangular bay which
projected at a 45'angle from the corner of the main facade. This project-
ing bay 1.e!! a strong impression of height and verticality, and gavb eitra
space and light to the front parlor (library). The house was sided with
horizontal board on the first story, shingles on the upper stories,and
panel'ling in the gable ends; it had a complete basement, and three rooms
in the attic. Modern Houses comnented that "the exterior appearance is
novel and strikTngl-lpc #68-18, See Figure 10.) I I

Five years after Cla
design was built in the s
After the success of thei
Wine and George Johnson s
the east of thei r Fi rst A,

The interior p
large parlor on one
dining room) on the
interior corners of
chimney. A rear wi
stair to a bedroom
York prices for mat
furnace and mantels

Ian consisted of a central stairhall, flanked by a
side and two smaller asyrnnetrical spaces (library and
other. Fireplaces were positioned diagonally in the
those two spaces, served by a cormon wide brick

ng housed the kitchen and pantry, as well as a rear
above. The price was estimated (on the basis of New
erials and labor in 1886) at $4,600, not including

The Tises sold their house in 1905, and in l93l it was acquired by
the Rogers family who undertook several alterations. The Victorian
veranda which had sheltered the main facade was removed and replaced by a
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SHOPPELL'S MODERN HOUSES
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DESTGN No, uqo. PERSPECTIVE VIEW

DESCRTPTION OF DESIGN NUMBER 299

S IZE or SrRUcruRE: Front, 38 ft. I including bay-*'indorv, 4t ft
Sidc, 44 ft., including veranda-

SrzE oF Roons: Sec foor plans.
Hrtcttr oF SroRlEs: Cellar, T ft.; First Story, to ft.; Second

Story,9 ft.; Third Story,
z ft., 6 in.' MATERIALS: Founda-
tion, brick and stone;
First Story, clapboards.;
Second Story, shingles;
Gables, half timbered;
Roof, shingles.

COST: E46o, com-
plete, except furnace and
mantels.

lSe pagc 75 /or i;/or-
nalion atoul dclails, sptcl
ficatioas, bill o/ quntitits
Zad. worting ?lons of thk
dcisnf

NOTES
Thc cct ir Ggutcd fton

nric of natrial rnd hbcr la
ihe neighborhood of Ns Yck
GtY, Mlfch, t8E6. In mGt
othir lcrlhits rha cort b lcts

Fr'.gure 9.

SPEcIAL FEATURES.-
Cellar undet the r'hole
house. Three rooms in
the attic, and abundant
storc-foom.

Refertnce to fitior
plans shows corlvcnient
and complete arrang€mcnt
of rooms.

The exterior .aPPcar'
ancels novel and striking.

A large balc6nY out o(.
fiont attic-room. '

. Heatcd bY furnace or
sttam.

Modern Houses, 1887

-L-

)nlol'le.om

ie'f;

X4tht.,ia^r+

'l ibrar v.
i7x r r"r

Vqra n A.

9..9 .

,.dr\.

ld .lodq

lp"-
trt

26

tlrf tLoor. io. rgg

\[,tr.

A dificmt dlte Th€

to wtnts.
can bc

differcnt

D@E,the

rr,tlD |tool. ro. 299'



Figure 1O

CORNER AND FRONT VIEWS OF P.G. #68- 18 SHOPPELL DESIGN #299
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Classical Revival entry
fanl ight and sidel ights.

rch, and the main door was rebuilt with leaded
AI rh al tered, the house i s st'i I I a promi -

mportant reminder of the Shoppell
he Hyattsvi I le subdivisions.
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houses built in the early days
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In the same year_that Clarence McEwen built his Shoppell-designed
house in Hyattsville (.l887), Edward Graves, d land speculator and devel-
oper from Washington, D.C., took steps to capitalize on the growing move-
ment in suburban development; he purchased 383 acres of land about four
miles northeast of Hyattsville, immediately east of the Baltjmore and 0h'io
Railroad. Graves hired a firm to survey and plat a new residential commu-
n'ity which he called Charlton Heights; he then turned the land over to the
"Charlton Heights Improvement Company", which lggan to purchase house
designs advertised in Shoppell's publications.Jl By the end of the fjrst
year, approximately 20 dwellings had been constructed, more than half of
them from Shoppell designs. The Company built only one each of the more
ornate bujld'ing types, and these no doubt served as models for new
purchasers. Apparently, however, none of these designs was ever repro-
duced. During the 1890's, most of the houses erected were more modest in
style, and there were several examples of each.

Four of the more substantial Shoppell designs were constructed in
Charlton Heights in 1888 and 1889, and still stand in good condition, out-
standing examples of this late njneteenth century housing phenomenon.
Design #216 (see Fjgures ll and l2) was built by-the chailton He'ights
Improvement Company in 1888, on two lots (#26 and #27 in Block #24) which
fronted on Keleher Street, one of the principal streets in the 1888 plat.
(See map, Appendix C:2.) Design #216,'which'first appeared in the lb88
issues of Modern Houses, was a side-gabled frame house which incorporated
a three-story octagonal tower centered in its principal facade; interjor
spaces were arranged around the principa'l octagonal parlor. (PG #67-ll,
See Figure 13.)

Design #216 was distinguished by a variety of ornamental siding:
p1ajn .horizonta'l board on the f irst story, scal loped shingles on the
second,- and fishscale shingles at third level and the gable ends. The
apex of each gable end was embellished with ramiform pineling, and the
eight-faceted roof of the octagonal tower was surmounted with an acorn-
shaped metal finial. 0n the interior, the octagonal parlor had a fire-
place and mantel in one of its interior wa11s, this wall and flue shared
with the adjoining irregularly shaped djning room. The side stairhall
featured a closed-string two-run staircase; door and window surrounds were
multi-band moldings with bullseye cornerblocks. The main facade was high-
lighted by a one-story, three-sided veranda which followed the lines of-
the octagonal tower. To the rear was a kitchen wing with rear staircase
to a bedroom above.

Recommended colors for Design #2.l6 were "bronze green" for the board
siding, shutters, and window trim, sienna for the ornimental shingles, and
brown for other trim; roof shinqles and brick foundations were to-be
painted "Indian red".32 (lt is not known whether these colors were used
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Fi gure 11.

' PER5PECTIVE \'lEW OF DESTGN t(o. :ro
DESCRIPTION OF DESIGN NUMBER ZT6.

ln thc atric tr{,n' (plen n,4 rh,rrr, thcrc is ooc tntoll hrlr,xrrn rrvl onc
tinc largc tqrm: thc httu i' lergc co.ruxhJor Mlll billi:t.l rnLlc, anC is e i

g,rrd piacc ,.( lEnirhmcnl f.rr rhc gcnrlcmcn {ho rnrokc. 'fltr' ({.rr (rf thc I

u'ci i. thur onfncd t,r thc top o, thc h,rug or ffifx3 t,, ihe .rp(o air '

rhrough thc *inde$s. ll.hco ri(c end deuglgcrr lssutc ur thnr rher " likc I

the lrellancc ol r gol ciger." it is $cll to crcdit lhrrn u irlr thir mcxrrl . I
rrrn'ation: thc' do .r, lilc rhc deed rrlc to - h:rnx *r.runrl " l 'r dr1r. in ,

T llli h.,u*' lra. rio<. large v,r'mi. a u'r'll lighttrl hall alrl ilJiru!r. gql
cl,<.t rirrnr. lnth-rrrm. Leck ruin'er'. crllar. rrrd r Icn' nttBctilc an.l

(.,rn(onelrlc lcraada-
A rcrode rhrruld bt' lo* enrl brud v, thrt it sill h( slu,l!. ;rn,l thur

.nsu(r tlrc l,urlex lur rhilh ir ir dcsignrd. Thc Fnrs slxrtlrl lx rlerel l
god distencc alan y, th.t thcl r'ill nrl .rl^truct thc f irs'.

llrtt:tt.rt..: Founrletirrn. lrrirl errl at.nr: l"it\l Stor1.chpb<nrdr; Scc,rnd
Stoo. rhinglol: (i.rhL'r. rhingkd: ll.nl. shingl's.

COST: $:.3:; r,. f,-1.o7; (rcrrrrling trr pri'e for rtrel.'rirls anrl lalerr irr di(-
lscnt l.r'alitisr : ell ,r,nrplctr.

GUARANTEED ESTIUATES: t',rr tltrx< sh,r,rrl. r lYorLing l'lens and
Slr.citirzrionr l,rr thir dcsign. or for eor rkrir;t lnbli.hcd l,y rhc Cq,tEr.tivc
lluilding Plen .lgrilti,n rsith(xrt $hich non(. .r, thcir dailns cru bc rcll
lruilt, nor en le' k, l{ virltin rhc 61ioutr.ir, thc .{rqirtim will makc
a rlEiel .rtirn;it. lurrl rrr l,sl pri.er lor nretcrial 3nd lxhor. Thr Arcie-
lj/tn {unr.at..' tttl ., .crrl/acl tat k fla,*l al /grtt'tt lot ..tauCu( lA.
tq.iidl .tlidth: o(hcru'ir'. thry will chrrgc rrrthing tor thcir sryics.

(irrrc"loutcrc urlicitcd. Addo rhc 6<fm-
rivr lluildirrg Plar Argriation. Architcctr, 63

Brnrdmy, N. \'.

IIODIFICATIONS: Thc Amirtion ha.
tbc.lrllosing nrxlifrcetionr of rhc drow dc-
]Nn :

lkrigrr !{.r.:16. n'ved."d: pcci*ly thc uor(' E
th^c crrtl* thrt tlrc phnr rrc nvcanJ.

Drrign Nu. l.l{: xtrlc crtcrior s No. ll6; tacr
r liulc higher, Plrnr r littlc dcpcr. liirrt 0c,r
dificnntly .rtslgcd. lr lbGtr by thc pha tlvcn.
c/q' ll@ ro l+@'

Ucrtn No.34,1 motd: Ernc s ahovc.

Houses of Low Cost,1888

.uroier. clrFti ead ulrhrrlsten'. A rccludc<I
rrom likc thL b dcireLlc lor othcr 1rurFEci.
It rutcs r 6ac 6ru.lr' ,sr nudcnt or minirtcr: r
g,cl rtudio for rrr rrtiit: e lrLl-r@m ,or chil-
rlrcn: a rcr'ing-tqnil i,r a "liro$lcry " rhr'rr: thc
rnrn rrf thc houa rarr l<nk ortr rhc billr rnd
I'E!B' ul, ctpcn6.

tklot rill lr t,rund rtinrcnriont. cqt, ct(.:

SrzE oF Sr kucrurt; Frunr, e7 ft., t in.; Bey Fo
i.-rr. l'tt. Sidc. 43 lt-. : in. ' Vcnndr p<oi(f,,,
5 lt., 6 iq.

Srz3 or. llttirs : lir tlor y'enr-

Hgrcx:' or STor[:s : lZllzr, (> ,t.. 6 in.; Firri
Story. g tr.. I in.; S<pnd 9ory. t 1t..9 in.; Third

t!!:" f
F{ Fr

h{ t- t
rh

Artistic Modern Tllrt alo lfooiD 7Dt tl.llt d ,trlol ao. ,{4.
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DESCRIPTTON.
t'or espleoation of all symbols (. I ctc.) $c prgc {c1

(- f:XCn.f t, I)rrrrssrr.rr-s: \\ridtlr, 3o Jt.6 in.; rlepth
_- inclurlins tcranda, 43 fr. S in. Heights of storics,
Ccll:rr. 6 ft. 6 irr.; lirst story, 9 ft. 3 in.; second story, 8 ft:
9 in.; lttic, S ft.

['-r'r r:xrox ]I.r'r'r:x.reus: Foundations, stonc :rnd brick ;
lirstst,,rv, clapboards; second storl:, gables and roof,
shingl,.s ; roNer, p:rnels and shinglcs. - Ourside blinds
to all rtindorrs esccpt thosc of thc cellar.

I r lr.*r,)R Frr.-rix : Hard rrhite plaster ; plaster
corni, cr in hall, parlor and dining room. Soft rvood floor
rnd l:im. Ash staircase. Pancls under hall and dining
rorrnr :r'itrdorrs. Bath-room s'uinscoted. Interior rvood-
s,rk rirrishcd in hard oil.

(. .t.otts: Clapboards, blinds and sashes, bronze
(r{:(rr. Trim,,outsi<lc doors, veranda floor, and rain con-
duct,,;.. seal brorvn. Veranda ceiling, chrome ).cllos.Brick-ir',rrk, Indian rcd. Wall shinglcidippcd ancl brush
c(,tt( . licnna stain. Roof shingles dipped and brush
coatr.,l Indian red stain.

.\. ,:rltnroDAl'lo.rs: The principal ror.lms an<l their
size.. , l.'scts, etc., urc shorvn b-v thi plans. Cellar under
*rtcl:. n. Torrer room 6nishr:cl in attic. This rorrm
ma!i,'. ., plcasnnt study or smoking room. Bay rrinclorv
Inor:.:'rg room. Back stairrvar.. bath-room and sertant's

' ttcdr, 'rr 6rir kitchen. Fircplace and one lrard rroo<l
manr. includcd in estimate.

-. 
( :r': $:.So1, t not inctuding range an<J heater.

Inc r' irnate is bascd on | \cs: York prices for matcrials
..n.1 ..irrr. In manv scltions of the countrv thc costshoul. i,c lcss.

uuit,! 
," fur sorking plans. spcci6cations ao,

l' :cc for I I bill of matcri:rls.
:\ ;,t1s55. THE CO-()pr:RA.t.tr.r BUtuOrsr; Pr..tst?(ts. .i Broads.a1., Nes. \'ork.

Figure 12. llodern Houses, #23
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Figure 13

FRONT AND SIDE VIEWS OF P.G. #67-11 SHOPPELL DESIGN #216
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on the Charlton Heights model; jt has been painted white for at least
fifty years, and a paint analysis has not been undertaken.)

Design #2.l6 was described in the Shoppell catalogs as having "fine,
large rooms, a well-lighted hall and stajrway, good closet room, bathroom,
back stairway, cellar, and a very attractive and comfortable veranda."
Shoppell's comments included the following: "ln the attic story there is
one small bedroom and one fine large room; the latter is large enough for
a small bjlljard table, and is a good place of banishment for the gentle-
men who smoke. The odor of the weed is thus confined to the top of the
house or escapes to the open air through the windows A secluded room
Iike this js desirable for other purposes. It makes a fine study for
student or mjnister; a good studio for an artist; a playroom for children;
a sewing room or a "growlery" where the man of the house can look over the
bills and figure up expenses." The cost of construction was estimated,
based on New York prices of labor and^materials, as ranging between $2,325
and $3,075 depending on local prices.33

This house (Shoppe11 Design #216) in Block #24 was used as a model
for several years; in .1892'it 

was purchased by Edward Graves, the devel-
oper of Charlton Heights, together with eleven other dwellings which the
Company had constructed. Graves hjmself l'ived in another fine Queen Anne
style house (also very I ikely a Shoppel'l design, simi lar to Des'ign #438,
See Figure 14) a few blocks to the east. He leased the house in-Block #?4
to tenants until 1907. After he left the cormunity, his residence became
St. Anne's Infant Asylum, and the house in Block #24 was for many years
used as a dormitory for young mothers who were cared for at St. Anne's.
It was purchased in 1939 by the 0'Dea family, and has remained their home
to this day.Ja It js in close-to-original condition, and remains a fine
example of one of Shoppell's most popular designs.

Shoppell Design #462 (PG #67-17) was also built by the Charlton
Heights Improvement company in 1888, on Lots #24-?6 of- Block 8, fronting
also on Keleher Street, as were most of the more important models. (See
ffidp, Appendix c:2.) Design #462, which first appeared jn the .1887 

issues
of Modern Houses, was a 1arge, side-gabled frame house with a three-story
octagonal corner tower; it had a project'ing one-story octagonal porch, -

connected by an uncovered piazza to a pedimented veranda aiross the main
facade. The tower and veranda added variety to the lines of the building,
and all elevations were enl'ivened with windows of multiple panes. Above-
these windows, the apex of the gable end was decorated with geometric
paneling. (See Figure 15.) Reionrmended colors were bronze green for the
board siding on the first story, and red for the shingles of-the upper
stories. The shutters, window trim and roof shingles were to be painted a
darker red. It is not determ'ined whether these colors were used on the
Charlton Hejghts model. The board siding js now covered with asbestos
sh'ingle, and the shingles of the upper stories have been painted white. A
photograph, Figure 16, from early in this century jndicates that the
house had been painted white by that time. No paiht analysis has been
undertaken. )
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DESIGN No. a3t.

DESCRIPTION OF
|ZE or Stxuctuae: Front,38 ft. Side, including front vc-

randa, 33 ft.
Stzr: or Roolts: See floor plans.
Hrlcttt oF SToRTES: Cellar, 6 ft., 8 in.; First Story,9 ft.;

Second Story, 8 ft., 8 in.
MirtunlirLs: Foundation, stone u,all and brick piers ; h'irst Story,

clapboards ; Second Story, shinglcs ; Gables,shinglcs : Roof,shingles.
COST: $:,5oo, complctc.

Spectel Fe,rtunes.-Designed for crcction in thc Chautauqua
Asscmbly Grounds, New York, ncar a hotcl which is rclicd upon to
supply meals. A small kitchcn is provided as e resource in case of
rrccessity.

Nine bcdrooms on the first and sccond floors; three morc can
bc finished in thc attic.

Cellar under thc parlor,cncloscd with stonc walls; rcmainder
of the house is set on brick piers.

PERSPECTIVE VIEW

DESIGN NUMBER 438

Figure 14.

NOTES
Thc cost is Egurcd (rcm

priccs of metcrial and l.bor
in thc ncighborhood ol Ncw
York City, Dccembcr, r866.
ln other lcditic and at
difrerent datcs thc cmt vill
bc somcwhat modi6cd- The
publishcm wilt bc glad to
ecqueint thc intcnding
buildcr virh this modi6cd
cct at any timc.

Thrs dcsign can bc rc-
vced.cnlargcd. reduccd or
altcred to suirspccial wants.
Thc spccifcations cnn bc
eltced, alrc, to cmploy dif-
(crcnt materials that may
bc besr or :hapcst in uy
Iocalir.,.

Modern Houses,
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SHOI'I'ELL'S IUODERN HoUSES

S

DESIGN No. 16z.

DESCRIPTION OF
IZE oF Stxuctune : Front, including kitchcn rntl parlor ba1.,

4r [t. Side, not including vcrarrclas, 3r ft.,6 irr.
SrzE oF Roous: Scc floor plans.
Hetcrtt oF S'r'ot{tEs: Cellar,6 ft., fi il.: First Story,9 ft.,6

PERSPECTIVE vIEW

DESIGN NUMBEP 462
St't:t t.rt. l;r.rt'U*us.-r\ compact arrangcmctrt of rooms.
.{lI tlrc roorus of thc first floor communicatc,
l)ircct acccss to tltc front hall from thc- kitchcn without passing

through a Iiving roorn.
H,:atcr Pipcs arrrl rcgistcrs arc providcd in all the rooms.
Tlrc attic is phsturcrl and finished iu one largc play-roorn

for chikJrcn: tlrrcc or four bcdroonrs carr bc made instcad, if
llrc fcrrcd.

Ccllar undcr rhc wholc lrousc. Laundrl' undcr library.
This <lcsign is rcprescntcd in colors by thc frontispiccc to ttis

book.

in.; Second Story, 8 ft.,6 in.
M,rTenI.rts: F'oundation, stonc rvalls; First Stor1., chpboards;

Sccond Story, shinglcs; Gables, shinglcs; R,rof of ltou.c, slatc; of
vcrandas, shinglcs.

COST : $.1,6m, complctc, c\ccl)t nrrutcls, r:rrrgu :rrr<l lrca.tcr.

:?

\)

tft rt<-

F
'4

)- 
" 

lo.
r2.'. ra'

*rt

J;^;^qd-.-
.S d'^ ,+ s' Li b.rr"

iirlra,.Z

Jq.radr

c'

o -r.(

,+H
rlrl I

Jq.l.oo-

J.d.oo-

(

,|qa..oq
6 6',rO €'

JL.e-o-

34

FrrST flool. xo. .lo2 Fi gu re 15. Modern Houses,1B8B. tfcono fl@t. ro. {6?



a

!
t

a

;#
:ir?:*+E-.

ibii

f,

- .t

4r
,1,'

f3

t\
**a

ltt :

I ?
i',

I
t Ililt!!ir.

Jq ..ai , , I t +. r { | 1 1 7 t 2 t , , .

Figure 16

CIRCA 19OO PHOTOGRAPH OF P.G. #67_17 SHOPPELL DESIGN #462
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rHr: CM?f-lA?lVf, nulljllX(: tl.Ai agtclatlrli, ArCtlTr:CTr.., f,lrtAOVAt. Xl:s yirlr

$hoppl|s Ju{odern flouse*' Desi g ns htented. ftesidancc, Desigrt flo. 462

t

?,,:

t.t: t{ \t.}l'T I v u.

DESCRIPTION. gariI flart.
( 'ESERAL f)ry:xsro"-.: Widttr ovcr all, So fr.: rlepth. inclurling

vcrandes, 4 j ft. 6 in. llcights o{ srurics : Celhr. (r f t. 6 in.; lint.',,ry, 
9 ft. 6 in.; sond strrry. t (r. 6 in.

Ex-r rrt,,r Me rt.ttrt.s : F'oundations, it.rlrc : 6Ba story, clel>
"'rrds: tccond story, gablcs. and verunde rq,,(s. rhinglci; main

" 'f, rlntc. Ourridc hlinds to rll sirdows €xccpt rhorc rr( tlrc rtrir.
r\<. attic and ccllar.

I r rttror Frxrsr : funr-l 6nish plasrcr. Ccllar cciliog plrstcred
,,' havy crrat. Ash flrxrr in tint storv witlr an undcr-du,rinf.uf.
It vood ; hard pine ll,ortnillfe '3tit'St*nffiItfiTrFrl,m?€'Jsnfr

.' -rl rrim. Arh staircase. l,anclr undrr windowr in parhrr, rlining
,tn rnd librery. Kirchcn end hrrh-rqrm weinr,,icd. lnreri,ii
"el.sork finishcd in herd oil.

C,rt.([i: Clephrarrls. lrrrrnzc grccn. Trim, blinds, gshcs cndilt conductoG. derk rc<|. ()utsirlr rl.nn. dnrl rcd with bron:e
- 'r'n panels. Vcrendt tloor, dark olivc rlrelr. \'crlnda cciliog.
',,. Brick.sork, Iodian rcrl. \l'all thinulo. diuord, end brusii,.rtcrl red ;,ro( rhinglcs e drkcr rcd.

A(i('nrronatroi.-s: lhe principrl rmms and their sizo, clets,
cac., rrc slxrwo lr)' thc phn! Ccller uoder wholc houx. lluo-
rlry undcr kitch-co. .Attic plstercd and fioishcd u e hrge play-
r(xrm; tprc€ firr thre ,,r four bcdrrpms inrtced. if prc(cireii.
I lcrrcr pi;rcr and rcgirtcm in all crmr. All ridcr of ihc h,rue
cqurlly prentetrlc. 

_ 
Opcn frcplaca and msntcls in hall, prrlc

anrl dining r.rrm, an.l set nngr in kitchen, includcd in cstimatc.
C,sr: f5,otr. I n,,t inclu<ling herter. The csrimrrc ir bad

rrn ! \-ew I'ork Priccr f,,r matcrials tnd lelrrr. ln many sti,onr of
thc (r,untry thr: crnt rhould bc lcu

Pricr f,rr working plut, :Jrcifcetirrrr anrl . liccnr to
Luill, ISS.o

Price (or I I bill o( meterials, - to.@
Addmr, Trrt Co-orue nvE lJurr.rrrr-,; Prex Aurcretr<ri.

Architet\ 6.1 llnrdwey, Ncw York.
FrestuLr M,rrrrrrcrttort; llcights o{ rtories,colon, sircr of Iumr

and kindr o( metcrials mey bc chengcd. Lrundry tubl uy bc
pleccd in Litchcn. Foundetion may bc planocd (or e lcvcl jrrda
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Figure 17 ltlodern Houses #29 , 1891.



Figure 18

SIDE AND FRONT VIEWS OF P.G. #67-17 SHOPPELL DESTGN #462
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The interior of Design #462 consjsted of four principal spaces (hall,
dining room, I'ibrary and parlor) arranged around a central chimney, each
first story room warmed by a fireplace set diagonally in the jnterjor
corner. One of the four spaces was the entry stairhall, a large rectangu-
1ar space with a mantel in its interior corner, a vest'ibule leading to the
outsjde door, a small coat closet, and a two-run stair set into the
exterior corner. The handsome closed-strin
Engl i sh sty
also the cl
that recommended in S

square rather than lo

le, and lighted on two sides wit
g
h

oset. The entry/stairhall in Desi
hoppel 1 's publ ications,
ng and narrow... should

stajr was panelled jn old
sta'ined gl ass wi ndows , as was
gn #462 conformed wel I to
cf. Figure 4: "It shou1d be
have a fireplace ...should
I atform to afford a rest
they can be avoided .. . It
ave a hat and coat closet
by a vestibule...." A

ll from the dining room. To
two-story kitchen wing, with
t's bedroom and bath.

construction was estimated
ls and labor) at $q,600,not

have a beautiful stajrcase ...at least one p
...winding steps should never be built where
should display some stained glass ..should h
...should be protected from cold and draughts
retracting sliding door separated the stajrha
the side and inset from the ma'in block was a
adjoin'ing pantry and a rear stair to a servan

four bedrooms, and a slate roof. The cost of
in .1887 

(based on New York prices for materia
including mantels or heater. When it was des
detail in Modern Houses, Volume #23, l89l, th
included mantels but not the heater. (See Fi

Dgsign #462 rvas one of the larger and more elegant plans offered by
Shoppe11. The published description offered a full basement, laundry
under the kitchen wing, an open attic whjch could be divided into three or

cribed in somewhat
e estimate was $5,
gure 17.)

g
08

reater
I and

The finished house and ten lots were purchased from the Charlton
Heights Improvement Company by Mrs. Ernestine Studley in 0ctober l88B; she
borrowed $3,000 to make the purchase, and the mortgage was held by George
N. walker. Mrs. Studley defaulted on her mortgage-payments, the mortgage
yrgq fgrgclosed, and the property was sold in December 1893 for the hi!h-
bid of $3,550. At that time, thb property was described as "improved 5y a
handsome dwelling house bujlt several years ago."35 This elegant Shoppell
dwelling was purchased by the Kleiner family in 1895, and remajned their
home until the .l930's. It has undergone several alterations in this
century: the early enclosure of the octagonal projecting porch, and later
addition of kitchen bay and carport. It is sti'11, howevei, easily recogniz-
able from its original published design. (see Fjgure 18.) It ii a fine
example of a Queen Anne style pattern book house with outstanding 'interior
detail, and is an important visual landmark in Berwyn Heights today.

The thjrd Shoppell design (PG #67-12) was built in Charlton Heights
!n l8B9; it was constructed from Design #449, which fjrst appeared in ttre
l8B7 jssues of Modern Houses. (See Figure '19.) This was a two-and-one-
half-story frame cross-gable dwelling, with a three-story rectangular
corner tower, and novelty paneling in the gables.

Like the other prominent Shoppell designs used in Charlton Heights,
Design #449 had a variety of ornamental surface coverings: plain hori-
zontal board on the first story, rectangular shingles on the second story
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SHOPPELL'S MODERN HOUSES

I IZE or SreucrunrI 
"nd 

,ca, porclrcs.

)o reh

DESCRIPTION OF

Front. :; fr. Sidc, 54 ft., including front

StzE oF Roous: Sce
f,oor plans.

He tcllr oF Sror{rEs:
Cellar, 7 ft.; Firsr Storl',
9 ft., 6 in.; Second Story,
8 ft.,6 in.

It{.r].cnl,rLs : Foundarion,
stoneand brick; First Stor1,,
clapboards; Second Story,
shingles; Roof, shingles.

COST: gj,orc,completc,
cxccp! mantels, rangc and
heater.

disringuishing bceuty of mod-
ern hou*s1, are (ully shown,
on a large scale, in our lVork-
ing Drawings, aod cerc(ul di-
rcctions for thcir execution
arc givcn in our Speci6otions.

This design can bc revcred.
cnlargcd. rcduccd or ahcrcd to
suir spccial wans. The speci-
6cltions can bc altcred. als, ro
employ diflcrent matcrials thrt
may bc bcst or clrapcst in any
lelity.

Specl,rl FEATUREs.-
Open fire-places in the par-

lor, thc library and the din-
ing-room.

The arrangcment of
rooms is compact and con-

venicnt. I-arge closcts
throughout.

Trvo bedrooms are 6n-

ished in tllc attic.

Ccllar under tht *'holc of
thc main housc. Not ex-

cavatcJ undcr thc kitchcn.
1887.

DESIGN No. aaq. P!:RSPECTIVE vlEw

DESTGN NUMBER 449

Dcrails of .r.lrc Cornicci. Windows. Dore. Gable. Trim, Mut ls, Stair-
e, Inside Finish. Colon, &c.. r(.c. (rhe c()osrirurc thc pnncipnl and

)llsakz, [: baru

V(.-^d r

ftrrT rrrot. io, {,ag

NOTE,S

Thc c6r is 6gured from priccs
o( material and labor in thc
ncighborhood ot ,\c* 1'ork City,
Decembcr. 1886. In olhcr lG
calirics end at difiercnr darcs
thc ccr u'ill bc rcmcwhat mod-
i6cd. The publishcr will bs
gled ro acquainr thc inrcnding
buildcr u,ith rhis modi6cd cosr
at sny timc.

1...f
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Figure 19. Modern Houses'
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Figure 20

P.G. #67-12 SHOPPELL DESIGN +449
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Figure 2OA

SIDE VIEW AND DETAIL OF P.G. #67_12 SHOPPELL DESIGN +449
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and tower, and 1ive1y geometric and ramjform paneling in the gables. A
one-story wraparound veranda wjth bracketed posts sheltered the front and
sjde of the house. The third story of the rectangular tower was lighted
by a two-part round-arch window on two sides, and a similar round-aich
window'lighted the side staircase between the first and second story. The
tower was surmounted by a steep four-plane pyramidal roof, topped by atall metal finial. One of the side rooms (tne tibrary) and the bedioom
above it were lighted by a projecting bay, and the gable above this bay
was enlivened wjth saw-tooth shingle siding, and small windows f'lanked-by
ray-pattern panel ing.

The asynrmetrical floor plan included a side staircase in the corner
tower
adjoi
wall,
rear,
rear
crete

, and three other'large spaces. Fireplaces in the front parlor and
ning dining room were set diagonally side by side in the exterior
both served by a tall wide panelled brick chimney. Extending to the
giving the building a T shape, was a two-story kitchen wing,-with

stairs to a servant's bedroom above. There was a cellar (with con-
floor) under the main block.

The cost of construction was estimated (on the basis of New York
prices for materials and labor) at $s,000, not including mante'ls and
heater. In 1892, when Design #449 was advertised againl the cost of
construction was estimated at $:,600, by then including wood mantels jn
parlor, dining room and library. It was described as [aving two finished
rooms in the atti.c, plaster cornices and medal I ions in parlor, d'ining
room, library and ha1l, and wood mantels in these fjrst'three rooms.
Recommended colors were dark olive drab on the board siding of the first
story,-sienna stain on the shingles whjch s'ided the upper itories, bronze
green for exterior doors, reddiitr stain for the roof lhinotes. dark red
for window trim, and light olive green for other trjm.36 -

Design #449 was built in charlton Heights in .1889 
by Erizabeth

Stoner, who in October 1888 had purchased unimproved loti #l and 2 in
Block 8. These two lots were located on the cbrner of two of the princi-
Pal streets in this developing suburb, and Mrs. Stoner built the hbuse to
face on Keleher street, as did designs #216 and #462, already built. (see
Appendi*. Ci?..) }{ritten into Mrs. Stoner's deed was the requirement that
"when a building is erected ...jt shall not be within 40 feet of the
building line as shown on the plat of Charlton Hejghts.,,37

The cost of constructing Design #449 was estimated in 1887 at $:,000;Mrs. Stoner borrowed $2,500 to finance the construction, purchased the two
adjoining lots, and paid off the debt shortly after the'tirrn of the
century.- lll of this.was ipparently done as hn investment; during the
years of her ownership, the house was leased to tenants, and theie is no
evjdence that Mrs. Stoner herself ever lived jn Charlton Heights. For the
next quarter century, it was the home of a journalist, Charles Donaldson,
!!''9 s9l9 tl,e property in 1928 to tftq chlopicki family; it remains the
chlopick'i home to the present day.38 (seb rigure 20-.) tt is today
painted ye11ow with white trim; jt'is not known whether the originil color
recommendations were followed. The house stands today on a shaded cornerlot, an important and visible landmark in the present-day conmunity, a
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A fourth example of Shoppell
Charlton Heights Improvement Comp

fine example of high style Queen Anne pattern book house with outstanding
surface detai I .

's designs was constructed by the
any at the end of 1889, fronting on the
ust cited. (See Appendix C:2.) It was
I i shed 'in Modern Houses , .l887. 

(See
(PG #67-14) djffered from the three

was a more modest dwelling with only
on. It followed the plan of the tradi-

tional I-house, with central stairhall flanked by a parlor on each side.
Kitchen and pantry were incorporated into a rear wing which formed a T; a
rear stair led to two small bedrooms over the kitchen. This relatively
plain dwelling was distinguished by a central projecting crossgable on the
main facade, which formed a balcony at second level. A one-story facade-
wjde veranda sheltered the main facade, and also the two sides of the rear
wing. The siding was of plain horizontal board, except for the gables
which were covered with novelty shingles. The design was advertised as "A
good Southern house. Hall through the centre, well ventilated and with
plenty of verandas and covered balconies. 0pen fireplaces, wood mantels

same street as the three others j
bui'lt from Design #204, first pub
Figure 21.) This fourth dwelling
earlier house designs in that it
minimal Queen Anne style decorati

I'l
I
t

and a cellar under
good conservatory.

the
,,39

kitchen. One of the side verandas enclosed makes a

The house b
Company in Octob
and passed throu.l905 to John McN
made it his fami
veranda and bui I

ui
er

It in Charlton Heights from Design #204 was sold by the
1890; it was occupied by tenants for the next 15 years,
a series of short-term owner/landlords. It was sold in

t, a telegraph operator for the U.S. Post 0ffice, who
home for twenty years. McNitt enclosed part of the

a two-story side addition. Further additions have

rh

t
v

altered the sjde and rear of the house, but it is still a conspicuous
landmark (See Figure 22) and an important reminder of thg^early Shoppell
dwellings constructed in the suburb of Charlton Heights.+u

Two more fine Queen Anne style frame dwellings were erected by the
Charlton Heights Improvement Company in 1888, probably from Shoppell pat-
terns; although they resemble the Shoppell houses in plan and designs, the
specific patterns have not been jdent'ifjed. One of these houses (PG

#67-19, See Figure 23) is crossgabled and roughly cruciform jn p1an, and
distinguished by a projecting semi-octagona'l bay and second-story balcony
highly decorated with incised vergeboards and lacework spindle frieze.
The other house (PG #67-18, See Figure 24) is hiproofed and roughly
square, with crossgables and project'ing bays, and is highlighted by
panelled chimneys, eyebrow and double sash windows with border lights,
ind considerable variety in surface coverings.4l Four more houses-erectedjn Charlton Heights during the same^tjme period may prove to have been
constructed from Shoppell designs.4z

By the end of 1889, approximately 20 houses had been built'in
Charlton Heights, and the new town became the home principally of profes-
sionals who used the Baltimore and 0hio Railroad to cormute into
Washington, D.C. For the next several years, the Charlton Heights Improve-
ment Company continued to sell 1ots, and to erect houses of a more modest
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SHOPPELL'S IIOI)DRN HOUSES

DliSlGN No. zr{. l'EliSt'U( l'lvE vlt:W

DESCRIPTIoN OF DESION NUMBEB r.

(IZ\J ot Stutrcr'Uttt:; rrorrt, 33 it. Sitlc, 46 (t., irrclugivc orv vctirndu.
S-rzu or Rtuus: Sou tloor plaus.
IIEtulrT on Strrxrr:s: Ccll;rr, 6 (t,, 6 |n. ; l:irut Stbry, rb ft,;

Sccond Story, 9 ft,; 'l'hird Story, opcu attic:
M,rrERllusl Foundatiorr, st(,nc ; !'irst Story, clep.bolrds;

Sccood $tory, clrpbolrds I Gablcs, shirrglcs; Rool, rhirigli:.
COBT: t3,o, cornplctc.

lS;r lfu l/51 ltaga o/ ll4 h.nt /or in1[cruqtion.abo$ .Ltditt,
spcci/vatio*t, lill o/ qunritict arul utrlirg llary o/ this dcsiyn,)

NOTES

Thc cort ia flgqEd trcru prtccs of hrtcrial rnd hbor ln lhc ntiglrborhoal ol
Ncw Yorl Clty. Octobct, t6E5. ln rnort other lciUtlcr thc coat is lesc-in sornc
placcr much lcr* A diflcrgnt ditc rlso morlfies rort. Thc publislrcn will bc
jlrd to.cqq.lnt thc inrcnding buildcr srth rhis modificd cost at m, timcj

Dctailr oI t}lc Cornics, Windom, f)orr, Crhlcr, 'I riqr; Mantr,b, Strirerc,
Inrldc l'inlsh, Colon, &c., &c. (rhcr antlirutc rhc pnncilEl rnd drltin.
guirhing .btauty ol nrodcrn lrow:), arc (ulty rtowu on a hqc lcalc, on our
Working Drl*ingr, ourl carcfr,rl dir(tieu lor thrir crccutiun rra glvco h or
Spcclfrcetionr.

Thir dcrign ctn b. rtvcrsl, dlugrrl, rcduccd ur rhcsl ro B!. rlEid
vutr. Thc rFclfierimr o bc attcrtrl, r.lro. to cmploy difcui grs-

. Slrct,tt Feetutus.-A good gor.thern houoe, Hrll lhmugh
the cFntrc. rycll ventilatcd and Vith plcnty 9{ vcrandas rnd covercd
balconies .. Opca .6rcphces, wood mantch and e cclhr undcr tho
kitcbcs,

- One o[ thc sidc yeranda3 cncloscd malcs I good conrcrvetory.
'l'o rcducc cost use posts sel in concrcte, ot brick picn for

foundations. It is a grcat mistakc to supposc thrt porB do not
nlal<c good 6rm and cnduring foundations" Thoy hevc stood thc
tcat of supporting some o[ thc largcst factorics, fillcd wlt]r hevy
mrchinery, for years, The o.n.ly danger is in rotting at tho ground
uurfacc. Wood that is wholly and contlnuously under ground or
undcr water ncvcr rots. . lt is not thc wctting but tbc drying thet
cruser tho dccay. Sctting thc posts ln concrctQ, ir wc spccity,
thoroughly protccts them (rom any pooibilky'.pf drmpnot or
wctting arrd, thc6forc, rirokq them pcrfcctly glp. . Thc concrctc
hardcna and bccomel liki stonc, so .thrt thc bullding rcturrly. rcrtr
on stone picrs.

In the South the kitchcn io usu4lly phccd in e detached build,
ing, boi thcrc is no good rcaron why it may Dot bc coucctcd rith
thi mein i,luse, i[ it is well separatcd by pantrlcqt closcb,.ltosc,
rqqmr, end a psager{ roacrJangthr-

Thc ertistic usc of colors.in thc dccorstioa. of buildlnlr her
tecomc a subjcct of great intcrcst. Cultivetad gqoplq rill indurE
oo longcr the " whitc house and grccn shuttcr stytc l'.tor crtcrior!,
and "graining" fo! intcriors. It costs no morr, or but littlq oore.
to decor.te the hourc eccordlng to_corrcct priDciplo. 3nd tul.. it
really plearing rod..delightful to thc cyc.. '!y. thc isht.ui,c.ol'colors architcctunl dcfects erc mede lcar rtrikifWiJoibqildtngr
rre givcn thc appcaonce of bcightl neoor btrildiryr etr gtvin

.breadth aad gmall buildingl are mrde to rpptr-.hgcf; .Tlr ceo.
moncrt houc$ ere altcn rnadc bcsutilul lftEo pfegqf,.r3udy rpd

;lpplicrtion ol psintt tnd .tsinr

Fi gure 21 . l4odern Houses , .I887
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Figure 22

FRONT VIEW OF P.G. #67_14 SHOPPELL DESIGN #2O4

45

-:

i t; ^ rorat trl
!0r 325

t_:



Figure 23

SIDE VIEW AND DETAIL OF P.G. #67-19
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FRONT VIEW AND DETAIL OF P.G. #67-18
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style than the earlier Shoppell-designed mode'ls. In 1892, developer
Edward Graves, and James Waugh, secretary of the company, bought the
remajning unsold lots, including twelve already-constructed dwel1ings.43
Graves and Waugh continued to sell lots, both improved and unimproved, and
the Charlton Hejghts Improvement Company ceased operations. In 1896, by
an Act of the Maryland General Assembly, the town was jncorporated, and-jts name was changed to Berwyn Heights. It contjnued to grow slowly; by
19.l0, the population was sllltrtty 6ver .l50, 

and there wer6 38 dwellings".+q
Today most of the'lots have been filled jn with 1950's subdivision

housing, and Beruyn Heights is a quiet residential cormunity with curving
streets and old trees, set back and somewhat secluded, between two major
highways. Tle nucleus of the 1888 community is highlighted by outstanding
examples of late Victorian frame dwellings many of which were-bujlt from -

Shoppell designs. Although surrounded by modest mid-twentieth century
subdivision housing stock, these late nineteenth century dwell'ings stand
out as,prominent landmarks, and important reminders of the part played by
victorja4-mail-order house plans in the development of washington's-
suburbs.45

Later Years of the Cooperative Building Plan Assocjation

In 1892, shoppell pub'lished (in volume #38 of Modern Houses) the
I]fty-most.popu'lar designs produced and sold by the Cooperative []ui lding
Plan Association. Entitled "Fifty Favorites. -A 

Collection that cannot-be
9yptlclleq", lhey included des'igns for residences ranging from a small
(29_* 25 foot) two-bedroom cottige to a huge (75 by 86 foot) mansion withfull basement and attic, corner towers, billiard room and porte-cochere,
and ranged in estimated cost of construction from $5so to $lo,soO. The'
"Fifty Favortes" included also designs for four stables, ranging in price
from $450 to $2,770. These fifty d6signs, which included thiee-modeis
bui'lt in Hyattsville and Charlton Hejghts in 1887 and 1888,46 were des-
cribed as the most popular of the designs used in building the 9,000
houses by. then constructed from Shoppell designs. Some oi these'designs
had been built as many as 300 times. Because-of the frequent use of lhese
particu'lar designs, Shoppell could say without hesitatiori that his esti-
mated costs of construction had been proved beyond doubt; he could there-
fore guarantee the estimated construction costi, and offer money back for
the plans if contractor bids exceeded his estjmated figures. (See
Appendix D, "Fifty Favorites.")

0nce the Cooperative Building Plan Association had establjshed itself
as a source of high quality and economical designs for dwellings, it began
to.publish plans of other types of buildings, €.9., libraries,-banks, -

!"ailry?y statignsr stables and carriage houies, churches, shops, exhibition
buildings, schoolhouses, grandstands-and even hotels, factories and mills.
(See Figures #25 througtr *Zg.) By far the majority 6f the building plans,
throughout the existence of the Association, howevbr, were for private
dwellings.
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SHOPPELL'S IVIODERN HOUSES

t;\;1,

QIZE or Stxucrunc: Front.3o ft. Sidu, l6 ft.

SrzE ot Roott.: Scc Iloorplans.

I{etclrt o}' S't'uritE;: First Storl', 8 ft., 8 in.

MeTERtrLs: Foundation, stonc ; liirst Sr()r)'
Roof, shinglcs.

COST: $3oo, complcte.

STABLE AND CARRIAcE-tloUSE I)F:stcS No. 473. pERst,l:CTtVE VIEW

DESCRIPTION OF DESIGN NUMBER 473

,{,

Spectal Feetuxes.-Spacc for

tu'o carriagcs irr the carriage-room.

The stablc can bc madc to ac-

commodate three lrorscs ht dividing

the box stall.

Stable and carriirgc-r(rom :rrc c(,n-

-.cted b1' a sliding door. Both

rooms arc floored rrith trr.o-inch

hemlock planks laid on chcstnut

sleepers.

F'igure 25

cl:rpboards;

]S()TES
Thc cost is frgurcd lrom priccs of metcriel and labor in thc ncighborhood

of Ncw York Crty, Dcccrnbcr. rE{J6. ln orhcr lelitia and ar dirlcrcnt derca
thc cost will tr mmc*hat modi6cd. The publishcre u.ill bc glad to acguainr
thc inrending buildcr with this modifrerJ cosr aa an\.rimc.

f)ctails rr{ thc Comiccs. 1\'indous. Dmrs, Gablcs. Trim, Insidc Finish.
Colors. {tc.. atc. (rhcr consritutc thc principl and d,srinf,uishing bcautl, of
mrdcrn lrouscs). arc (ully shou n. on a largc *alc, rn our \\'orking Drau.ings,
end carc{ul diretions lor their erc<ution erc givcn in our Spccihcations.

This design c:n bc revcrscd. cnlargcd. rcduccd or altcrcd to suir spccial
u'ants. The slrcifrcations can bc eltcrcd, alr. to cmploy diflercnt mererials
that may tre bcst or cheapc.st in uy loality.

l{a1'loft ovcr the carriagc-room

and the single stall, reached b1' a

Iadder. Thc rcmainder of the space

(over the box stall) is open to
thc roof, on u'hich is placed a len-

tilator.

'l rto gr;rin birrs are providcd in

t1'. lolt, rrillr .g:rh rnizcrl iron tubcs

iu.rtling t., a icud bo.x irt tlrc stabic.

orgt
f.

I I
I
I

I
I
I

oty,l

_ __t

)ox Strll
9'67< 9'5'

Modern Houses,
Gtoui-D rLOUR.

1887.
lio.473

Design for Stable
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tptl's fv{odern flouses-*Designs htented. /crrr, &dtn Na ffi

Pt:RS|EcTlvE.

DESCRIPTION.

For crplrnation ol.ll.robolr ('I ctc.) rc pefc tl'1.

fURll. l)r:rt:rsi.r:is: lVirlttr. r; (t.1 in.: rleprl'. in'!r''linF prrch, 4r ft. 1 ln ' hciStrt of

;tory, r7 (t.

rTrrt,rx ltlrrrrr{l.s: F(run(lxtion, all *.alls anrl gablcs. lrrick; prcsscd brick end ltone

ings; ru,r[. tin.

:T!.ttrrR Ft\l:n: l'ellow pine flooring. with under-flmring and felt bctwccn. Whitc pine

Jallcrl,and sreps. outside doors, oak. All wfud-wor! finished u'ith hard oil. Sand finish

plastcr tralls and ceilings. Stained giass in all uintlows an(l tl('ors'

rr.ors: ,\ll brick and stone.rvork cleaned doun at completi,'n ; presscd bricl .nd stonc

c(t nrtural color i tlre lrody [rrick.rsrrrk ncatlt re.pointcd an<l evenly staincd red. Outside

anrl frames finished rrith harrl oil. Dirtural color. Trim, casings. cornices, bands, Seshs and

rn(luct(!r(. rlark green. Tin rr,of. plinted rlark rcd.

:(.oI\rorrr I loNs: ()ne large ruom wllh a gallery t ft. alnrvc flmr : staircasc leeding tO gellCry.

tlrc sgr:rr.,: on the main ll()or (crc(Ilt rhat marked I'ulrlic) an<l in gellcries ig iotCndcd

.k.cases. lr is intendctl to hcat lhe lrrriltling [,r a slole set alx)ut the middle of thc mcin

thr pipc l,r dcscend int,r n srrnken lrrick flrre learling t.r the chinrney, thus evoidint rn

)ll\.rt,l\'..ninc.
,,.1. $1.ir,o. n,,t inclurling hcirtin,{ npl)ilrirtus. The cstimate is lrascd on New York prices

rtcri;rl. :rnrl lalrrr. In many s(r'tidIs of lhe colrntrv tht c,rst slrorrlrl ltc less.

ri(.c (,,r r(,,r!in( plans, specitic:rtir,ns ln(l r li, r'nsr t" lrrrilrl. - ' - lr5.-
.i,,. (r'r ll lrill of matcrials. ' ro @

,1r1r,.... 'l'rrt C.'..'l'l r r ltr r lit tt r,r\,. I't rr- '\"'r ' 1r 1'tr. .\i lrit|r tc. ('1 lirradway. N''*

.rrrlr \l,,rrrrr, rrr,'t- llt'ight rr[{t,,r-r.g.'ner.tl drl:l;iorti. trrtttrials anrl colors may bt

.l ('..11;rr mr! l,: plrce.l ttnrlr:r rt Drrt trr $:l.rle ',f lrril li'l 1. llrin llrr'rr may lre concrcte

:m,t.. itl,lc scr:tirrnal (rlP flclrr,

Figure 26. l1odern Houses #17, 1890 Design for Library
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SHOPPELL'S| M6dETN, RUMTE
lascntprloN oF

DESIGN NUM.
BER 5.t6.

Jy',,,
l"

a'p'

.lka(

t'
'1, .

s I Z E ()r 5t ruc.r uxl: :

Frcnt ridth. f,o (t. Sidc

ljtf,, 7o lt.

, Htteltrt-s,:!lrl..rYt:!r:
frtaix-Foundlt ions. stonc;

}!l Son', brick : Sccond

Drt, brict: Ro(. mctallic

plagt.. lntcrior-Ccllar
lc cocntcd: Fimt Story

li.b.{ rith chcrrl. suincd

1r.\u1 ; licond Stot).
dr.! rhhc ninc : steiruev.
'loo 6ot to rc(nd sto.),
'daq. rqincd rnehoganl.

, ACC0\IIrrr,ATlr'i..s: Thc

,,{ripal romr. clGts. ctc..

It.h.rrn b)i rhc fla,r plans

;iwn hcrc. lk.idc thcs'
ticrc ir r crller.:6 (t. I'v 3.1

.L end an rttie .t,,rI un-

&irhcd.
' 

COST r 67,i@ .,,6ro.@,
nrding tc, thc prcsailing

Fta lnr nretcrials rod labor

L dillcrcnt lc.litics. All
<my'ctc. csrcpt rault. hank

qntc..nd nilings. Thc

dlfcrmt rn cot is crplaincd
a PrSc ,J.

GUARANTEED ESTI.
IATE, 1l|ORKING
?LANS, SPECIFICA.
llOXS. ETC.: Secpagt
:j ft,r inlormati, 'r ;rnd

lcmi.
Rcrd ll,,u' t,, lluil.l e

llour,, ,,n flqJcs ::. :,
an.l:l

BUILD A MODERN
HOUSE.

Thc .lerirabilitt r,l lrrildirrq
.iytrtn ho,r**. ,\1, riilli 1h,,.,. ,,1

'LdcEte c.xt. t., rcilt. t,, w ll .,r

6 lir. rn. ir ntr r.rr stll undcr-
gd. tlut th( rr' {rc rrranl s'h, '
hvc gircn thr: srhj," t n.' *riirr<
rur.tion. xltlx,uRh thr.r hrvc tlr,
cur lith r hir h to trrrild. Suclr

Fdr nrrl. .r ., rr,rr< rni.ralr'.
ud rhrr *ill r, rliz. srme rl.rr

rhi rcgrct tlLrt lhtr hrrc ltili,l ,ilrl
&r rnt nrorr. rLarr sutli, icnt t,,

bw lxrilt dqirahl, h,rr.r'.. 'l lr, r,'

,I no rtel rlilfrcrrkr'. it' th' t.rr ,,1

.bildrng. crrrr l,r tl,r, r,( rr,, r r-

Fitrc whettr, r. uhor .rrllrrs-
hga rtriliqti,uti lrrl ,lrnr t i,,rr. :rr.

' lolbr cd.

. Thrr' arc xrrrt\ .{lr,'rs \h.,..
stinsull /,rrt\ I't\ l,rr lrrrrlrirrrr

tl sch e '"rc u,ll '.rll rr1",n *,rrr,

rit lrren.l l,,r arlrrec r1*rhalrr tlr,

lc.d.'l tl'c lirnr ,,r .rn olfircr rl thr
@[Bnt tlrtl rrri,l..!r himr h. \rill

<1

PGF rrldi

6.q!t::

'gd hgdthr of

A ll^ l.. K pr:RspEcrtvE vtE, oF DEslcN x_u,xB.ElF..!l

5r(oio ,L6l or irrsrr:v rc st6.

.r J1.a<
.d,tt

eo t< eptlird ro
."d dc!.d.tii*

cl,lj -.

''Srf ottrr"r:'s lloDf rl
H o u G r.Jzt..JilEirrtio.t d*dd
t" d-xii;iE{.il4r0'i. Lr. r p

lh- '! ra! r. -. r,

{utt p{ 33o-9on, eirr,-pnr*&rl
nryEtE r., frd ,iUtc.tlc, ad?ir.
rhrt lt @!tt ro bG ln 6c. brndr ol
cv6rf Frlon rho ho my doirc

t'lr.: alqrt It Dl.Str:X X!. .1tr,

to b(lld . be .lu rim ir bi3h.
rrrd lt lr cvt&ot th.( irr rsaf,o.r
re cr;rblc of r.lrc gea,lcrr wi,rk,
l,ut w(: atc glrrl t,r *'r' tl,it lhi't'
rlrow r prcdileion l.,r dsoomrrt-
iog how hm o( lor nn(l nrrrlrrrtc
t rxt rrrel luvt lEeut,i' ar'.1 . 1,.(rnrc
irl dcsign rnd convcni, rrcr ,rf ar,

*.P: h,r,q ritlr ir ,4, t,.'l!.'t,. ..r,.!, $ irl, ., i, -. .r,rr..rrrrr 'l lrr r, r. rrr l, tt,,,t, ,t'-tt

I

ln,

I

oJJ,.e
nrr

?.,1:-

 .a<

olji<e.

-\a

OJJ;cr.

Lac^lr Ro-rr

(.l^t,^o t\cr,-.

fl.rlic

Figure 27 . l,iodern Houses #9, 1888. Desiqn for Bank
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SIIOI'I'ELL'S i\loIJERN HOUSES

r
I

t.I

q.,tld-,8,- 
A L>a,., ioo-,5 o'.2i'

PEI(SPl.:CTt\ t: \,tEw OF l\Tl.RtoR. \,,. r::

ulc

c(,

1a'

)r r-t {
7 -A'

orm

DESCRIPTION OF DESIGN NUMBER 472

qlZl':,,r Slriue lurir:: l;ront, .lt [t. Sitlc, irrclrrrling platforrn.v :; (t,

StZl: ,rt. lt'xr\t\: :,...tl,",r Pl;rrrs.

llt tr,tl : l.'r,'rrr ll,,,,r.t.r r-irll... irr.irlc. -.o ft.
\l I t t:tit \t.s: l;,rurrrl;rtion. rr.,,,rrl 1r,sl.; filllg \\'.rlls, sirlitrg urrJ

.ltirt::lc. ; ltrxr[, rlrinllus.

C O S T: $r-goo. e,,rnPlctc. irrclurling Plurrrbing.

NO'r'1.:s

_ - 

-l'lrc-cost is tigrrrcrl frrrnr priccs o[ ntltcrial and lllxrr in ths nciglrtnrhrxl
,r[ l-c*' lirrk Citv. Du.cnrlrr. rSd6. lrt .tlrrr l,x:alitics lod .t dillcrcnt (latcs
tlrc cosr *ill lrc vrruc*rrrrr nr,xriricrr, 'l'lrc lrrrrrishcrs rrill Ix grarr t,, xcquaint
thc intcnrlirrg lruilclcr rvitlr tlrrs rrrrxlititrl .r,tt;tr xu).aiilrc.

Dcnik of rlrc Lr,rrrircs. \firrrl,rs.. lr.i,r.. (i:rlrk.s, Trirn. Insirh: I;ini.lr,(irLrrs, (te., (t(. (tlt$c (ilrtrtnltc lhc lrrrrrr.rlrrl iIrl rlisttnEutihin]: lx.uutf
,'f ntrxlcrn houyit.xru ftrllv slrntn. ,rr :r hri{c r.;rlc. in rrrr \tiritr;ng tirawings.
.la.l carc[ul rlirccti'os {,,r tlr.ir t'.rrr'ati.rr;rr. airr.rr ,r ,{rr slx.(.rr..rrr.r.!.

Tlris,lcsign lirr |r.rr.rr.r.rrl. errlrrgerl. rirlr(.(al .,r altcr,rl r,r .rrit .lr.cial
sl0ts. 'flrc rlf,f itir'ntr.ilri r..Ir lr: rltr.rrrl. itl*r, tu (.ttrIL,], rltil(.rcilt Irftcrirlj
rlrla nllll, lrc uest rrr (.lt(rpcil. irr arry la.rlir1..

St,t.:t:t.rt. l;t.: \'t.r.til.::.-..\ rlilu;rr. rt;rtiUrr of lUrr. cost.
'l'lrc l;irlic.':lllrl ...:r..tl.':(.,'. s.liti..l-rinrtts elrr,lt lt:rrc;r flrrc for

.l \t{,\ U.

Irr tlrr. tir ir.t-rrtiir'r tlt..r(. i. .r ,L..k f,,r jr l(:lc:Ir.rPlli( irr.trurnunt,
.r lieLet r:tcli.,rrr,l trr,, uirr,l,,rr,. tlrr,rrrslr rrtrielr tlre li.;li(r\;rru 'rld.'tlre irrturi',r' j- rirrr-rru,r uirrr S,rrrrrrr.rrr Pirre-n.rtrrr.rr eulor.
\\'.rirr.r,,t irr..,g l itr,,rr.{lt,,rrt lrlg ll 111.. rr.ut inl-r,rr111..

'l lrc rr.rtcr-cl,r.ut..I.\.c,{t((.Itr.rtcrl lrctrr.ecrt lltc rr..ritill.rrxrrtts,
.rrrrl lr.rr e li.glrt .rrrtl .rrr' ,lrr.. t tr,,rr tlte ,,ut.idu.

'l lrq uitr,l,,rr. irr tlre rrlrpcr 1r.rrt rrI tlrc rr.,ritirr.g-r,,(,rrrr insurc
l,I'tl,rr \ uilttl.rti0il.

DESTGN No. r;2. PERSPECTTVE VtEW OF ti\TERtOR

gn for Railway Station

f_l llr
I

a

I L(,UR l,L.\\. \r. {;:

qlo5c.f

Fi gure 28. Modern Houses, 1887. Desi
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Modern Houses continued to be published in quarterl
uperseded by

v
H

i ssues for
thirty years. In 1907, it was s Il's

llu pub-
Iished by Cooperative Arc tects, successors to the Cooperative Buildin g
Plan Association.47 The new monthly magazine offered a very different
format from the original quarter
descriptive articles about s p

h
ecr

ly catalog of designs. It included long
fic house designs, illustrated not only by
raphs of exterior detail and interioroto

on
scaled floor plans, but by p
decor. It included articles

g
j nterior decorating, heating, 1 ighting,

plumbing, and lawn and garden des j gn.

The new magazine reflected the changing methods and modes of the new
century jn artic!qs which recommended, for example, fire-proof all-con-
crete buildings.4S (See Figure 29.) it continubA to run advertjsements
for all kinds of products associated with building and decorating, (e.g.
mantels, paints, fencing, dumb waiters, elevators, furnaces, etc.) and
thus is a valuable record of techniques, products, and machjnery of the
day. (See Figure 30.) The new magazine also offered back copies of
Modern.Houses, for $1.00 per volume, each quarterly volume containing
lPProximately 60 designs.ae During the early years of this century, these
back issues of Shoppell's publications were sold until their supply was
exhausted.

. Thq new Shopoell's Homes - Decoratjons - Gardens was quite simply a
home-and-garden-oriented magazine; it no longer served as a mail-ordei
catalog of house plans. 0ther companies had, in the meantime, taken over
that earlier function, for example the Radford Architectural Company of
chicago, Illjnois, and the Gorden-van Tine company of Davenport,'lowa.50
At the same time, George F. Barber was producing not only fine Iate
Victori an housepl ans, but al so the prepared conitruction- materi al s. In
1904,_the Aladdin company was establjshed in Bay City, Michigan, and began
circulating catalogs of house plans; like Barber,-!he Aladdin Company
produced. both house plans and prepared materials.5l }{ithin a few'yeirs of
the establishment of the Aladdin company, Sears, Roebuck and Company
entered the mail-order house business, and soon afterwards its greatest
rival, Montgomery Ward, fo]lowed suit. By the time of World l,lai I,
Shoppell's Cooperative Building Plan Association had been replaced by
companies which carried Shoppell's idea a step further in prbviding not
only the plan but the product.
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Conclusion

Robert I.l. Shoppell's publications are an outstandingly rjch record of
late Victorian houses in the United States. t,Ihile the dwellings which his
architects designed were not architecturally unique or even particularly
innovative, the designs show in exceptional detail the houses in which
middle- to upper-middle-class Amerjcans lived or aspired to live.
Shoppell's plans and specificatjons preserve for future generations infor-
mation as to the bujlding materials, dimensions, arrangement of rooms,
decorative detail, paint colors, mechanical faciljties, grounds and set-
tings of the dwellings of Iate Victorian America. Several fine examples
of these houses stjll stand jn Prince George's County, and together with
the collection of their published designs, are an invaluable source of
information about America's late Victorian domestic architecture. These
buildjngs exemplify the late njneteenth century ideal in housing at a time
of tremendous suburban expansion, and were the direct forerunners of the
popular Sears houses of the succeeding generation.
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Thc lrouse shorvn in the accornllarrl.ing
perspcctive, substantial and artistic is it is-,
rvou!<l prove ntost impressive if crectcd on
an aJrpropriate sitc. The architect, Ir{r.
Clrikl. lras lrcstos,e<t unusual care in rlesign-
irrg tlrc plarrs arr<t his object lras bccn"to
Jrrovi<lc for tlte corrstruciiorr of a lronre,
rvlriclr rtill not onlv bc corrvenierrt arrrl corrr-
fortrl'lc irr all its rictails, but rvlrich rvill also
attract arltrtiritrg ObsCrvatiorr frOnr all rrrr<lcr
u'lrosc e_vcs it corrres. 1'lrc projccting bul'
rvirrrloss arLl nratcrially to tlic looks of thc
lrrril<ling, arrrl it fontrs, as a rvholc, a lcrv
l)rctt.\' l)ictrrrc irr thc landscape by rvlriclr it
is srrrrotrrrtlcrl

Tlre cltrancc piazza of this house is rvid-

A SUBSTANTIAL FIREPROOF HOUSE.
COST, COMPLETE, gzz,ooo.

E. S. Cnrr-o, Architecl.

rvith a ccrnent or tiled floor and there is a
side entrance ,to which a porte cochere can
be added ,should the arrlngement of the
landscapc perrrrit.

The first story of the house contains a
widc staircase lrall, to the riglrt of which is
a -snrall rcce;ltiorr roorrr, in wlrich is a bay
rvindow anrl an open fircplace. TIrt rcccli-
trorl roorn is lz feet 6 irrches bv l4 feet in
<lirncnsion, an<l tlre staircase hall, r7 hy z(r
fcct. Opcning froru the lrall is the living
roonr, z4 h_1, 3r fcct, which faces tlrc
vcrarrrla. u,hiclr has all area of r4 h.r, j r

fcct. 1'o thc riglrt of the staircase trall 
-is

a si<lc lrall rvhiclr opcns directly on the
porch. To the rear of the staircase hall is

- On the second stor-r' are four brdfl
bers, three bathroomi and two riil
r@rns. The bed chambcrs are tTJl
inches by 14 feet, 27 by tS fect, rl{
rnches Dy t9 feet. and 17 feet by r3l
rnclres in dirncnsion. The servaotr'tI
are 9 by_ lo fect and rz Ieet 6 ixl$l4 feet in area. A targe dressiry f
closets and a clothes clrtrte are rlill
found on this floor. On rhc third f,ri
four chanrbers an<l one batlrroom fo{
TIle bathroonrs arc equipped with cwrr1l
itarv device knos,rr to the modern plfu
and' anrple ventilation ir pi"riajE
every roonr of the building.

The interior finish of thia delighrfull

E. S. Crrrr.o, Architect.
A SUESTANTIAL FIREPR@F BOUSE.

c.rrcrl al-lrrillr errrls lr1. arr oPerr lerracc. :ln(l thc rlinirrg r(x)t,n,20 by l6 feet. and adioirr_llrc rcal lrvrrrg piazza of lhe house. on rvlrich ing this a colrservatory, r3 by 3o feet.' 01
!11 Irrtrilll arr<l its..gttests rvill .cnjo.r thc rhc othcr si<lc of tlie d'iniif room is-a
Stlrrrrlrcr arr. ts orl tltc sidc. .lt is spacious spacious lrrrtler's J)arrtry,.onni.t.d with t5qarrrl 116111cllli. ;rrrrl carr be encloscrl iri rlass, kitcherr, this lattel ,o,rlii t.ing r3 U-v rf t..irlrrrirrg thc \\'irrter nronths. ruakirrg of jt a in arca'an<t .l,,ipp.a i*,iir,'&.r"y a.rici-tol't':rrrtifrrl strrt parlor. A fcasilrle irrotlifica- atltlrto thc ..,ir"i,i.,,." oi'the chef and hisliorr oI lhe- Plarrs l'ottltl bc tlrc Llrihlirrg of a ai<|.. Iiack of tlre kit;lrc; is a room devotedfircllecc f,rr tlris srtn Iarkrr. corrrrecting totherrst.ofifi"."ir""i.,anrlfromthisthc
rvitlr tlrc sattte cltitnttev sltorrrr irr tlre rlcsigri. back 1rcrch can bc i"".l,",f . Tle rliirirrg
. -l lre lrrrilrlirtg. rrratcrial of tlris h,,ru."is ,o,rn, i. ."1r"rat"d fioiri til" t"lf by 4gors oflntcn(lc,l to l.re hollos'tilc, one o{ thc-bcst Jcadcrl glais. In the living room, rvhich is
,l::ll"{-1r1r:li1lr \.ct (tiscoverctt, ard ttrc ihc fi,,cit i,; rh;'h;us;;-;.'in op"n 6rcplaccl)trrl'ltrrg slrottl<l ltavc a flat tiled roof. I;or arrrl a nurnber of bookcases, dciigned iir tlrell r(x)f first floor about $.5.5o srrourrr. bc sanre srr.le as the exterior. The di;G ,;;;:r<l' tn tlre estirnate<l cost. irjlrich is gzz,- ' alsoilai an op€n nr.ptace, *titt *,ifi'i.rpir.ooo. 1'hc opcn tcrrace slrould bc finislrcd.-the appctite 6n a cotf tay in winter.

ma,v be arrauged to nleet tlte tastes of
builder. As suggestcrl by thc architccf
staircase hall slrorrl<l be'finished in
rvitlr a nrahogarrv lrandrail to the staids
a mahogany tr.ainscot zo. inclrcs hieh.
tlinirrg roonr shoulrl be fi
any, the reccption roont in
thc livirrg roorrr irr tlark

nislred in
enarrrcl rvhite
oak. Tlre

conteurplates the 6nish of thc sccond
exccpt the bathrcntus arrrl tl rcssing
errarrrel white. Thc batlr roorus and
ing room are to
thir<l story and

bc 6nishcrl in birch, and
kitchcn irr natural nhito

wood.
The heating of this house is to be titbq

by hgt water or by a ventilating s1.steo.{
hot air.
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Figure 29. Shoppel'l 's Homes. Decorations.Gardens, No.#3, March 1910
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G. M. Hopkins Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washjngton, 1878.

l. Prince George's County Election District #l before the develop-
ment of Charlton Heights.

2. Prince George's County Election District #2, showing Hyattsville
before the development of Wine and Johnson's Additions.

G. M. Hopkins Map of the Vjcinity of Washington, D. C., 1894.

'1. Showing development of Hyattsville and Charlton Heights.

Topographical maps showing location of Shoppell-p1an houses.

l. Wine and Johnson's First and Section Addjtion to Hyattsville.

?. Berwyn Heights (establjshed jn .1888 
as Charlton Heights).

"Fifty Favorites", Modern Houses #38, 1892, pp. 191-223.
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Appendix A, No.#1

G.M. Hopkins Atlas of Fifteen
Miles around Washington, 1878

Prince George's County Election
District #1, before development
of Char'lton Heights
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G.M. Hopkins Map of the VicinitY of
Washington, D.C. 1894

Showing development of Hyattsville
and Charlton Heights
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Appendix C, No.#1

Wine and Johnsonrs
First and Second Additions
to HYATTSVILLE:

Location of Shoppell-p1an houses
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Our Cuaranteed Estimates.
(tn thefollouit.ll pog?$ toill h Jbuul 5o irsiuus xrlrclrrl
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t;pure pernils, quilc tulficitttl lo enaltlc llu ouner lo ultt:l o,

tluiqn, hul uol tutficicnt to euahle lhe eoulru.clur lo flgu.rt:inldligrutly e.i lo tolsl. I,'or the lud nanud .purpos; lhe
ttton(r DtuEt pllte brfo're tilr urnlnu:lor lull worl.ittg',pluil!,
slx,t,iJiutlious aud il.tktils. In. llte ubun* qf aual eswutiul
itt/'otuttrliutt lltcntnlrrtctot iltu.sl tft(usattrilg nulrtt u higl bkl.
A lou Lid-to(l, o ,llir ote-is au iutltottibilil.y. t/ you
ttttttutl qcl tr bitl toilhiu. otrt tonlrad,prie( lott utu.u,,.ct.uril
plu nt.

t?h..tdlltlny r<t.r. to !sl?^.tb. (&. /dr. ,r, )

l*qsl 1rutfr, A'. J.
ll. ll'. Sht,ltprll, Archl., 6r lkttollutrna Aor.

{tj l)nndnrty, Sepl. z6lL, tlgj.
A'ro )'url.(!il!/.

l)utr Nir :
I huor.jrrsl trtupldul,J'ntn lht litttts utttl. qterillaulions

.furuisltul l,u u.,u, tl,'sigt lfo. 5tt,. 'l[11 ltoute allnti.lt uiuch
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SHOPPELL'S MODERN HOUSES.

Fifty Favorltes-Continued.
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SHOPPELL'S MODERN HOUSES.
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Fifty Favorites-Continued.
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Exampl es of color recommendat'ions,
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endix E No. l!2

Examples of color recommendat'ions,

Shoppell, R.W., Modern Houses Beauti ful Homes, New York, 1887
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