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Project Description:

The Purple Line will be a Light Rail connection that allows public transportation from New Carrollton to Bethesda with several stops along the way. One of those stops is 
at the Kenilworth Avenue and MD-410 intersection in Riverdale Park. The Landscape Architecture Urban Design Studio designed strategies and concepts to improve on the 
current plan for the streetscape along Kenilworth Ave. and MD-410 surrounding the new Light Rail Station. Students agreed to decrease road sizes, add sidewalks on either 
side of Kenilworth and MD-410, introduce bike lanes, remove slip lanes, manage stormwater, and add bus modality. At the core of the student’s design is accessibility for 
pedestrians and safe street crossings while balancing street character, shade, comfort, and shelter from vehicular traffic. Students implemented Placemaking strategies to 
communicate the community’s desires and plans for future investment.

PROJECT 1: STREETSCAPES

Figure 1: Purple Line Context
Figure 2: Student Streetscape Focus Area
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E A S T  R I V E R D A L E  M E T R O  S T O P

The installation slowly changes its appearance during the course of the day. It switches from a shimmering mobile during the
day, casting its projected colors onto the floor, into a glowing, suspended volume of light illuminated from below at night. 

Projected colors of the curtains’ swatches on the ground.During dusk the curtains transform into a volume of light.

“C-Square”, Erwin Redl © 2017
Community Square Riverdale Park Station 
a community-based installation projectThe installation consists of four

large-scale curtains suspended
from the I-beams of the elevated
Riverdale Park Station. The 330 ft

long and 8 ft high curtains are
woven together from 4 x 4 inch

translucent acrylic color swatches.
The station area is transformed into

a shimmering icon for the
surrounding community. The

installation is illuminated by the
sunlight during the day and by

programmed architectural flood
lights at night. 

Community members decide on
designs featured on the curtains. 
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CONDITIONS & ANALYSIS

Hydrology & Floodplain Pedestrian Injuries and Fatalities

Traffic Data from Vision Zero - Prince George’s
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Project Description:
According to the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG), the population in the Washington Metropolitan Area will increase by 33% between 2023 (date of study) and 
2050 (https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/04/12/cog-presents-first-major-update-to-regional-growth-forecasts-since-covid-cooperative-forecast/). Most of the new development 
will take place near existing and future public transportation nodes — Metrorail Stations, Light Rail Stations, Streetcar stops, and Trolly stops (Transportation Oriented Development, or 
TOD). The Riverdale Park Purple Line Station will be one of those hotspots of urban development. New housing, both affordable and market-rate, will significantly increase the density 
of Riverdale Park and East Riverdale. In support of residents, visitors, service personnel, and daily workers, the new “urban village” will include entertainment and recreational services 
(such as restaurants, diners, theaters, health clubs, live music venues, dance halls, parks and plazas), domestic services (such as dry cleaners, laundromats, specialty shops, repair 
shops), shopping services (such as grocery stores, green grocers, bodegas, health-food shops), and community services (such as pharmacies, emergency care and medical treatment 
centers, adult learning centers, child daycare facilities, after-school programs, adult daycares).

Most importantly, these new developments will need green infrastructure to deal most effectively with increased flooding, air and water quality improvements, urban heat island effects, 
and surface water runoff collection and treatment. Like many growing cities, the loss of tree canopy since the middle of the 20 th Century has had a negative effect on the health and 
well-being of residents, especially evident in underserved neighborhoods where people of color dominate the population.

In the new development at Riverdale Park/East Riverdale, it is equally important that the quality and character of the built environment offer its residents a sense of pride and its visitors 
an impression of distinction. This is the goal of Placemaking. It could also be called “Identity making”, where communities distinguish themselves by what they offer (economics), how 
they interact with each other (social-cultural connections), and how they see themselves as responsible contributors the urban landscape
(environmental) within the Washington metropolitan area. As landscape architects, we have the opportunity to use the landscape as a means of reflecting who the people of the 
community are (and who they want to be) and how their community can stand out from other Washington transportation centers. This is a community that has evolved over time; 
anticipating how it will evolve in the future is our goal and our most demanding challenge as urban designers.

PROJECT 2: RIVERDALE PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER REDEVELOPMENT

Kenilworth Avenue

Northeast Branch 
Anacostia River

Baltimore-
Washington Parkway

MD-410

Figure 3: Riverdale Plaza Shopping Center Context

Saint Bernard 
Catholic Church

Megamart

Figure 4: Riverdale Plaza Shopping Center

Future Riverdale 
Park-Kenilworth 
Purple Line Station
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My concept is centered around using 
community symbols as anchors in my 
design. When I visited the site, I found 
the church steeple of St. Bernard 
Catholic Church to be striking, and 
views to this needed to be protected. 
From there, I envisioned providing 
community services and amenities 
through parks and plazas. My main 
goals included:
•	 Activate the space through 

multimodal access, amenities, and 
green space

•	 Boost local commerce 
through new and current retail 
revitalization

•	 Connect communities within and 
around riverdale park

My ideal scenario would protect and 
reestablish existing small businesses 
into the new retail spaces to secure 
well-loved businesses. Through site 
analysis, I found several missing 
services in the area:
•	 Bike Store/Repair
•	 Book Store
•	 Clothing Retail
•	 Dry Cleaners And Tailor
•	 Gardening Store
•	 Holistic Healthcare
•	 Laundromat
•	 Law Office
•	 Local Credit Union
•	 Local Pharmacy
•	 Post Office/Ups
•	 Realtor
•	 Therapy/Social Workers
•	 Tutoring/After School
•	 Urgent Care
‘Places’ can only survive through 
providing necessary, local services 
in walkable and unique spaces. My 
design provides this through its 
varying activity spaces, revitalized 
canal, and weaving paths through this 
space. The heart of any place is in the 
local businesses and the people. My 
design provides a space for both.
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The main goals I had for my 
Riverdale Reimagination were 
community engagement, 
revitalization, and to create an 
area where people are going 
to want to live and stay for 
generations to come. For the 
community engagement aspect, 
I created a series of welcoming 
parks interspersed between 
the residential and community/
shopping area. The idea was 
that the parks along with the 
relocated shopping and restored 
movie theater would become a 
hub for the community. The light 
rail station I designed to have a 
large circular concrete area that 
would have benches normally but 
would also be able to be used as 
a farmers market location. The 
design goal here was to build 
community while also bringing 
new people on the light rail that 
want to come for the farmers 
market, a walk around the restored 
beautiful stream, maybe see a 
movie, and then shop a bit before 
returning home on the light rail. 
The second goal of my site plan 
was to revitalize the area. I wanted 
to design a space where people 
would want to live, raise families, 
spend time outdoors, and not have 
the need to have multiple cars due 
to the light rail being a short walk 
from the shopping and residents. 
To allow for an environment in 
which people feel safe and want 
to be outside walking I added bike 
paths, sidewalks, and street trees 
for the shade they provide, beauty, 
and environmental purposes. My 
redesign for the plaza includes 
two large apartment complexes 
for a mix of affordable housing and 
apartments.
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VISION: Create a safe and 
comfortable environment to 
support both the human
community and increase 
biodiversity along the drainage 
channel. Priority in the design
was given to humans and 
community over motor vehicles.
GOALS:
1.	 Densify area of commerce and 

living areas to allow more open 
spaces.

2.	 Increase channel margins and 
plantings to help with storm 
water management.

3.	  Provide areas for daycare, 
outdoor gathering spaces, 
entrepreneurial activities.

VIEWS:
V1 - This view illustrates the small-
town community character of the 
classic “American main street”.
There is plenty of space for retail at 
ground level with residential flats 
above, small balconies connect 
inhabitants to the life below. In 
addition to these aspects, the wide
sidewalks and narrow roads 
encourage interactions with 
neighbors and invite non-
residents to linger. This is all done 
to create a more cohesively knit 
neighborhood.
V2 - Looking north toward the light 
rail plaza, viewers are enveloped 
in the community space created 
by the proximity of the buildings 
to each other and to the restored 
stream. There are places for 
residents to meet, enjoy a quiet 
moment in nature, grab a book
from the library, a coffee from 
the café and perch at the outdoor 
tables while soaking up
the flavors of this American 
melting pot on the fringes of our 
nation’s capital.
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My overall goal was to ensure 
that this site serves the existing 
community. To achieve that 
goal, I prioritized increasing 
safety and programming 
for youth, enhancing the 
pedestrian experience, and 
cooling the community center 
with added shade. I created 
three programming themes to 
organize the space: an area 
for CONNECTION closest to the 
station, an area for GROWTH 
along the new stream park at 
the center of the site, and an 
area for LIVING at the south 
end of the site. Some of the 
existing building would be saved 
and turned into community 
anchors: the historic theater 
would be turned into a library 
with rooftop access to a public 
green roof park above the new 
location for the Megamart, and 
the existing school currently 
owned by the St. Bernard 
Catholic Church would become 
a community center or senior 
activity center with connection 
tocommunity health, language 
and arts services.
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The Crossing Currents vision is 
based on several concepts. They 
are as follows:
Life to Nature: Currently, a 
channel runs east to west, 
directly through the center of 
the
site. As a result, restoring the 
channel into a stream is central 
to the plan. The site has
been regraded to allow this 
to function; steep slopes have 
been softened and the
channel has been widened to 
create an expanded floodplain.
Life to People: Another theme 
of the redesign is people. 
Specifically, the design caters
to both the existing community 
and the out-of-area commuters.
Life to Culture: The final 
conceptual domain in this 
design is culture. The East 
Riverdale
and Riverdale Park 
neighborhoods both are subject 
to shifting demographics.

Restored stream with 
replanted stream banks.

This residential allee 
runs along the newly 
placed residential area to 
the southeast of the site.

One of the pathways that have been 
placed in the park area that has been 
placed around the restored stream.

The major site conditions are noted in this 
diagram are from top to bottom: tree coverage, 
building coverage, paved areas, existing water 
features, and terrain contours.
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Plaza next to the purple 
line.

Proposed sculpture for 
the Crossing Paths Plaza

This section (shown on board 1 in plan) shows the proposed regrading of the site. Specifically, it shows that the chan-
nel has been expanded into a much larger area for the stream.

This is a site plan on the Crossing Paths Plaza, a plaza to be located in the northwest corner of the site.

Proposed bus 
shelters for the 
bus drop-off area
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The site experiences a large change in slope from Nicholson St. 
down to the stream, then again up to Hwy 410.

The view from Riverdale Rd. up towards Nicholson St. The 
channelized stream is beneath the tree line.

A pedestrian-friendly mixed use area with a naturalized stream 
running through has a terraced side to help ease the slope.

The land use surrounding the site currently includes residential 
and commercial spaces, but little green space.

There are currently large areas of underutilized space such as 
the parking lot of the shopping center which is never full.

The site could be a better use of space with commercial areas 
underneath residential units.

The fl oodplain in the surrounding site encompasses existing 
commercial and residential areas. Stormwater management is 
key.

The stream is currently channelized in concrete and goes 
underneath the station area, daylighting again on the other side 
of Kenilworth Ave.

The steep slopes around the stream can be eased with terracing 
in a plaza form that also allows pedestrian access.
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To address the challenges 
in the Riverdale Park/East 
Riverdale area, our studio 
was tasked with developing 
a neighborhood design that 
incorporates dense, mixed-
income housing around the 
new Riverdale Park Purple Line 
station. These mixed-use
developments include 
amenities and green 
infrastructure to manage 
stormwater, improve air quality, 
and preserve green space. 

Placemaking design strategies 
emphasize community identity 
and reflect the values and
heritage of Riverdale residents. 
Equitable development must 
be ensured through inclusive 
policies that allow current 
residents and businesses 
to stay in the neighborhood 
post construction. Community 
engagement and collaboration 
are also essential for 
transparent decision-making 
and ongoing dialogue is 
necessary to meet the evolving 
needs of the community.
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The idea behind my design for the 
Riverdale Park light rail station 
area is to serve as a prototype for 
a future-facing suburban Maryland. 
As expanded public transportation 
services will bring long-lasting 
changes to the mobility and character 
of Riverdale Park, I wanted to use 
this as an opportunity to introduce 
the concept of an ecovillage to a 
Maryland context. The village contains 
medium-rise “missing middle” housing 
(townhomes, two-to-three story 
apartment blocks) arranged around 
common greens to facilitate prosocial 
behavior and decrease the area of 
impervious paving on the ground. 
To the east of the village, there is a 
shopping complex with three story 
apartment blocks above the ground-
level retail. The currently existing 
Megamart international grocery 
store, an asset in this multicultural 
community, will be relocated to this 
area. This complex is located closer 
to Kenilworth Avenue, where visibility 
will enhance the businesses. The 
parking lot can double as event space. 
Between the shopping complex and 
the station, there is a park where 
the current channel will be opened 
up and allowed to form a small pool. 
As people already bring out chairs 
to sit by the concrete channel to 
see the water, this appears to be an 
opportunity to enhance the ecology 
and experience in the neighborhood. 
The station area is a plaza flanked 
by retail buildings that will see foot 
traffic from the light rail station as 
well as from the shopping center and 
community. The area underneath the 
station platform is a large shaded area 
that can host pop up events such as 
farmers markets. 
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